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On the Cover 

Salamanders  in the ir  egg sacs ,  from an 

Ozark cave .  Photo by Kirsten Alvey.   

President’s Column 

By: Kayla Sapkota 

Happy New Year ,  Fr iends!  

With about one  month into  the  new year ,  I  
hope  you 've made some great  memor ies a lready.  
I  a lways  appreciate  the " fresh star t"  fee l ing of  a  
new year .  I  hope you have some exci t ing goals 
for  this  year  and tha t  they involve things that  
you love.  I  read  a quote recently by A.D. Aliwat  
that  said ,  “New year ,  o ld  you. ”  I t  made me 
laugh with  i ts  tongue - in -cheek nature ,  but  then I  
star ted  thinking ho w t rue i t  i s .  You're  the same 
“you” as you were in 2025,  and that ’s why we 
l ike you.   Now, le t ’s go vis i t  some caves.  

 

Onward ,  
Kayla Sapkota,  President  

Compliance Officer Updates 

Candace Kovacs  wi l l  cont inue to  serve as 
CRF ’s  Co mpl iance Off icer  (CO).   Candace l ives 
in  Missour i ,  where she works  as a  General  Man-
ager  and spends her  free  t ime mapping and mon-
i tor ing caves .   She is  passiona te  about  cave re -
search and protect ing karst  ecosystems.  

The CO ’s pr imary responsib il i ty i s  receiving 
and  reviewing compla ints o f ethica l  or  conduct  
vio la t ions tha t  are  unable to  be  resolved by the 
appropria te  Operat ions Manager .  The  term wi l l  
be one year  and wi l l  be renewed or  succeeded  
annual ly a t  the fa l l  CRF Board meeting.   Can-
dace is  serving a sl ight ly longer  term to  ge t  us 
on schedule ,  having star ted her  CO tenure  in 
Apri l  2025.   This i s  a  vo lunteer  posi t ion,  as are  
al l  o ff icers o f CRF.  

  
Basic Procedures:  Joint  Venturers (JVs)  

should f ir st  br ing complaints o f  ethica l  or  con-
duct  vio la t ions d irec t ly to  the  Operat ions Man-
ager  invo lved.  Operat ions Managers should be 
able to  reso lve the issue  to  the JV 's sa t i s fact ion.  
I f  tha t  fa i l s ,  then the JV can br ing the compla int  
to  the  Compl iance Off icer  (CO).   I f  the JV has a  
compla int  aga ins t  the Operat ions  Manager  and 
feels that  they can ’ t  speak direct ly to  the  Opera-
t ions Manager ,  then the JV can br ing the co m-
plaint  di rec t ly to  the CO, who wi l l  gather  infor -
mation about  the  compla int .  See CO posit ion 
descr ipt ion here:  https: / /www.cave -
research.org/business / index.html .  The CO may 
be reached a t  co@cave -research.org .  
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New agreements wi th  the National Park  Service 
(Ozark  Nat ional Scenic Riverways & Buf falo  
Nat ional  River) plus a  new agreement with  the 
U.S.  Fores t  Serv ice  (Mark Twain  National For-
es t )  spurred  work excep t  that  the federa l  gov-
ernment  shu tdown immediate ly  s lowed f ie ld  ac-
t iv i t ies.  However ,  a  great  deal  has  been done in  
a  ser ies of  day t r ips ,  weekend tr ips,  and lengthy  
“expedi t ions.” Some of  the fo lks we  work wi th  
include:  

Ozark Nat ional Scenic Riverways  
(ONSR or more  properly  OZAR):  CRF Ozarks 
works wi th  the Ozark  National  Scen ic Riverways  
(NPS) under a  coopera tive cave management 
agreement.  Trips usual ly  or igina te from the 
NPS/USFS shared  f ield  of f ice a t  Winona.  

Mark Twain National Forest  (MTNF):   
CRF work on Mark Twain National Forest  (U.S.  
Fores t  Serv ice)  i s  per formed through a coopera-
t ive agreement covering  inven tory,  survey,  mon-
i toring,  and gat ing.   

Missouri Dept.  of  Transportation (MODOT):  
CRF and MSS work under a  permi t  to  col lec t  
survey data on  MODoT righ ts -of-way.   

L -A -D FOUNDATION:  
CRF works  with  L -A -D Foundation and  the ir 
whol ly -owned arm, Pioneer  Forest ,  to  help man-
age caves on  the ir lands .  

Missouri Department  of  Conservation (MDC):  
CRF and MSS work under unfunded permi ts to  
collect  survey da ta on MDC lands.  Anci l lary 
support  comes f rom CRF and coopera ting feder-
al  agencies.  

Missouri Department  of  Natural  Resources –  
State Parks (DSP):   
CRF works  under ind iv idual research permi ts .  
 
Perry County  Cooperat ive Work:   

On September  29,  2025,  Sco tt  House and  
Josh Cooper  at tended the quarter ly Perry County 
Water  Quali ty Commit tee meeting in Perryvi l le ,  
a  useful ,  grass - roots,  consort ium of agencies 
and  organiza tions.  A week la ter  (October  7)  
Sco tt  he lped lead a Missour i  Natura l  Areas 
Commit tee  fie ld  tr ip  to  examine an expansion of  
the Ball  Mi ll  Natura l  Area in Perry County.  The 
expansion wi l l  no w include  the resurgences for  
the Moore Cave System.  

MSS/MCKC/CRF Missouri  River Expedit ion:   
On October  10 & 11,  CRF helped sponsor  

meet ings o f the Missour i  Speleo logica l  Survey 
and  Missour i  Caves and Karst  Conservancy in 
Boone County,  Missouri .  The cave highl ights 

were speci f ic  goals rela ted to  res tor ing bat  habi -
tat  and doing bat  censuses where they had no t  
been done before.  Caves  that  had no t  been 
mapped were mapped whi le  inventor ies  were 
done .  In Rocheport  Cave,  Mick Sut ton,  Sue Ha-
gan,  Nathan Curran,  and  Dani Lotz did  bio logi -
cal  survey focusing on inver tebrate  l i fe  whi le  
also a t tempt ing to  get  numbers  on the vast  num-
ber  o f gray bats st i l l  hanging about  from thei r  
summer  roost .  The res to rat ion crew ( includ ing 
Dan Lamping,  Bob Lerch,  Mar tin Carmichael ,  
Shawn Will iams,  Kyle Mann,  Rita  Worden,  An-
thony Orazio ,  Ben Wolf,  Josh Whi te,  Sp ike 
Crews,  Mat thew Chasen,  Lorin O ’Danie ll ,  Mike 
Slay,  Emily Rounds,  Phi l  Heavrin ,  Preston 
Hunter ,  and more)  worked for  hours removing 
physical  remnants o f the  cave ’s br ie f commer-
cia l  his tory.  Out went  a  mountain o f wir ing,  rot -
ten walkways,  t imbers,  e tc .  which were inglor i -
ously p i led up for  the Missour i  Depar tment  o f 
Conserva tion to  remove at  their  le i sure.  Along 
the nearby Katy Tra il  State  Park,  Kohl Mitchel l ,  
Korey Har t ,  Sylvia Hart  and  Hank Fosdick mon-
i tored  11 caves ,  s ix o f  which were mapped.  Oth-
er  folks he lped in camp wi th arrangements and 
food prepara t ion.  

The rest  of  October into November:   
Nathan Curran and Dani  Lotz d id some work 

and  faunal  monitor ing in St .  Louis County ’s  
Heinecke Cave on October  24.  The  next  day and  
some considerable distance away,  Mar issa 
Schorr ,  Alex Gi lsbach,  and Joseph Kemp sur -
veyed Cross ing Hol low Cave on MTNF land in  
Phelps County.  Al though shown on the topo map 
for  decades ,  i t  had never  been mapped.  Within 
the boundar ies o f the Ozark National  Scenic 
Riverways on October  30th,  Mark Jones and 
Paul McMullen monito red severa l  caves,  most ly  
on L -A-D Foundat ion land wi thin the park.  On 
Hal loween,  Mick Sutton,  Sue  Hagan,  Marissa 
Schorr ,  and Megan Harder  moni tored Rogers  
Cave,  MTNF in Phelps County.  On November 3 ,  
Mark p lus severa l  cave “gaters” floated the Cur-
rent  River  and  br ie f ly moni tored  one important  
cave.  The next  day,  the same crew d id the same 
on several  caves  along the upper  Jacks Fork.  
Marissa Schor r  and Ben Wolf surveyed Bloom-
ing Rose Cave  on MTNF land in Phelps County 
on November 8th.  On the same day,  mi les south,  
Chad McCain,  Garret t  Bell ,  Gunnar  Wurst ,  and 
Logan Do wd mapped ver t iginous  Shannon Coun-
ty’s  Pendulum Cave in the Ozark Riverways.  
This cave i s  only access ible  by rappell ing do wn 
a bluff (cl i f f  to  you non -Ozarkers)  and swinging 
into  the cave.  On November 14,  Mike  Kovacs ,  
Jessica Wilson,  and  Peter  Schnegelberger  

Ozark Operations Activities, September-December 2025 

By: Scott House, with Kayla Sapkota and others 

REGIONAL EXPEDITION REPORTS 
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mapped 150 feet  in Shannon County ’s  Chrisco 
Bank Cave,  f inishing that  projec t  on MDC land.  
And on November 22 ,  Kohl  Mitchel l ,  Maria Ro-
driguez,  Diane Dawson,  and  Kyle Moore effec-
t ive ly ended the mapping projec t  a t  Lost  Boys  
Cave in Hanniba l  MO by f inishing miserable,  
t ight  leads (disc la imer :  the entire  cave is  t ight) .  
The survey length of the  cave ended up as  a  b i t  
over  6 ,000 feet .  

CRF Annual Meeting,  Springfield MO:   
Hosted by Ozarks  Opera tion,  the meeting 

was  a  b ig success wi th the CRF board meet ing 
on Hallo ween.  This was fo l lo wed by a ga ther ing 
of cavers in a  public  show -and - te l l  session on 
November  1 ,  wi th  a  ser ies o f  presentat ions in 
the a f ternoon and  banquet  that  evening.  The 
next  day saw one cave survey tr ip  and a field  
tr ip  to  nearby Wilsons Creek Nat ional  Bat t le -
f ield .  

Martin Cave Gat ing:   
Mart in Cave in Shannon County i s  a  major  

gray bat  hibernaculum with two entrances.  Only 
one  entrance  had been gated (20  so me years ago)  
because tha t ’s  where the  bats were.  Over  the  
years,  add it ional  bats began us ing the rear  en-
trance and the cave became a pr ior i ty one gray 
bat  cave.  Working wi th the o wners (L -A -D 
Foundation)  Mark Jones  led an effor t  to  bui ld  an 
upr ight  bar  fence -gate a round the s inkhole  en-
trance.  Other  par t ic ipants in  the  e ffor t  
(November 4–9)  included Kirs ten Alvey,  Emma 
Kate Lo we,  Shane McCurdey,  Rishab Syed ,  Joe 
Will iams,  and Brad ley Will iams.  The gat ing 
crew was great ly bo ls tered by four  people f rom 
Missouri  Depar tment o f Conserva tion and ten 
(10!)  f rom the L -A -D Foundation.  This enabled 
the projec t  to  get  done quickly (only three  days  
of on -s i te  work)  despi te  the extremely remote 
loca tion wi th i t s  inherent  di ff iculty o f  access .  
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The rest  o f the days  were involved in  prepping 
for  the e ffor t ,  loading equipment ,  moving equip-
ment,  se t t ing up camp,  then revers ing the pro-
cess,  ending up wi th equipment  maintenance  and  
cleaning.  

The December Expedit ion:   
Okay,  this is  a  misno mer.  While  there was 

one  scheduled expedi t ion to  Winona,  the res t  o f 
the month was  so  busy tha t  i t  a l l  agglo mera ted 
into  one  cont inuous operat ion,  spanning the en-
t ire  month.  This is  how things happen in the 
Ozarks –  making the  most  o f  the ava ilabi l i ty o f 
people and near ly -decent weather  to  get  a  lot  
done  wi th the coopera tion of our  par tners,  the 
state  and federa l  agencies.  

So,  f irs t  up was the annual  t r ip  to  Mary 
Lawson Cave,  on MDC land  in Laclede County,  
organized by projec t  leader  Matt  Beeson.  Here  
is  the narra t ive from Matt :   

Everyone met in  the  parking lo t  a t  8  am. 
When everyone was ready we headed down to  
the cave.   We did no t  have any problems un lock-
ing the  cave gate.  I  had brought some WD40 and  
oiled the lock.  The three  members  f rom MDC 
were  going to  start  the ir  bio -survey f rom the 
entry,  bu t  I  d id  take Kyle with  me and showed 
him where the Indiana ’s  are usually  found un-
der the ledge  over the st ream. I t  looked l ike 
several  were present .  

Kyle re turned back to  the entrance and the 
rest  of  us headed for Heartbeat  Hole.  A fter 
some e f fort  to  get  a l l  the packs and cavers 
through Heartbeat  Hole we cont inued on into  
the cave down Bear Passage.   At  s tat ion C19 the 
teams sp li t  up wi th  Mike  Kovacs team continu-
ing on down Bear Passage and down in to the 
lower leve ls  to  sta t ion  G1.   The hope for  the  day 
was tha t  we would end  up connecting in  Sur-
prise  passage .  Back at  s tat ion  C19 the two o ther  
teams turned righ t  in to  Surprise passage and  
began the s low tr ip  to  the end at  s tat ion C72.  

After more than an hour  we  arr ived a t  sta-
t ion C72.  The  plan was for Kohl ’s team to  begin  
mapping a t  C72 and Mat t ’s  team to  go up ahead  
a l i t t le  ways and begin mapping there.  Righ t  
around the corner was a  t igh t  squeeze up an in-
cl ine wi th  st icky c lay.   I  made i t  through and 
Nathan  began work ing on gett ing through .   He 
was having some di f f icu lty  so while  him and 
Zach worked on ge tt ing through I  dec ided to  
look ahead to  see what we had .   A fter cont inu-
ing for another 100 fee t  and going through an-
other low squeeze I  came to  a  smal l  room and 
thought I  saw a survey s tat ion  across the room.  
I  made my way over there and sure enough i t  
was sta t ion G1.  The passages d id connect!!   Not  
see ing the o ther team I  decided  to  cont inue on 
to  make sure they hadn ’ t  got ten los t  and even tu-
ally  ran into  Candace.   They  had made a wrong 
turn,  but  even tual ly  f igured ou t  the righ t  direc-
t ion.  

Their team began survey ing at  G1 and I  re-
turned to  check on the progress  of  Zach and  Na-
than.   Zach had made i t  through,  but  Nathan 
had not .   We tried one more t ime with  me help-
ing but  the clay  was too tacky  for h im to  sl ide 
and i t  was a  l i t t le  t igh t .   So he stayed where he 
was and Zach and I  went ahead and d id some 
mapping and made the t ie  to  the Kovacs  team a t  
sta t ion G8.   Kohl ’s team was ab le to  get  
through the t igh t  squeeze and they surveyed to -
ward us and we t ied in  a t  s tat ion Q5.   We then 
made the plan for a l l  the teams to  head out  to-
gether in  Surprise passage but  Mike Kovacs was 
not  able  to  get  through the squeeze a t  sta t ion 
Q1.   So the ir team headed back the way they 
came and  the  two o ther teams headed back the 
way they came.   We met back up at  s tat ion C19 
where  we had parted ways that  morning.  We 
slowly made our way  through Heartbeat  Hole 
and exi ted the cave.   Everyone was covered 
head to  foot  with  the s t icky red clay and pic-
tures  were taken a t  the entrance and  back up  at  
the park ing lo t  to  remember th is very  t ir ing 

Left :  CRF public  event  at  Springf ie ld  Conservt ion Nature Center.  Right:  CRF awardees a t  the annu-
al  meet ing.  Le ft  to  righ t :  Andrew Mayer,  Derek  Thompson,  Treavor Bussard,  Marissa Schorr,  Jenn 
Ell is ,  Chery l  Johnson,  E liezer Ugarte ,  and Riannon Colton.  Photos by  Scott  House.  
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tr ip .   The lower levels o f  Bear passage and Sur-
prise  passage  are miserable:  lots  of  low crawl-
ing over s t icky red clay.  Technica lly  we st i l l  
had t ime to  f inish those two  smal l  leads in  Bat 
passage,  bu t  we were exhausted.   A ll  we wanted 
to  do was ge t  out  o f  the cave.  Mapping teams 
were:  Matt  Beeson,  Nathan Burton,  and Zachary 
Burton;  Kohl Mitchel l ,  Maria Rodriguez,  and 
Jack Rufener;  Mike  Kovacs,  Candace Kovacs,  
and Jess ica Wi lson.  

Next  up was a  t r ip  (December 9)  to  Lake of 
the Ozarks State  Park,  led by J im Cooley ass is t -
ed by Peter  Schnegelberger  and Di l lon Bond.  
Using a boat  ( too small  of a  vessel  complete 
wi th  a  reluc tant  engine)  they managed to  f inish 
three cave  maps.  Al l  o f these are on dro wned 
bluffs  and a  boat  i s  a  necess i ty.  Two more 
planned days  were cance lled o wing to  dropping 
temps and higher  winds.  Brrr .   

On December 12 began the regular ly sched-
uled Lo wer Ozarks  (ONSR and MTNF) expedi -
t ion.  Mark Jones and Kirsten Alvey f inished one  
cave map in the Paddy Creek Wilderness 
(MTNF Texas County)  whi le  monitor ing two 
others nearby.  They then hiked out  and drove to  
ano ther  MTNF cave  which they also monitored.  
The next  day Mark and Kirsten monitored  s ix 
caves on the upper  Jacks Fork River  o f the 
Ozark Riverways;  sadly,  bats were no -sho ws but  
one  shor t  cave had  s ix cave salamanders .  Mean-
whi le ,  some distance away,  Kohl Mitchel l ,  Jack 
Rugener ,  and  Jerel  Waters backpacked into  the 
wi lds and continued mapping the  Marvel  –  Blai r  
Creek System.  Kohl tel l s  the story of  their  two -
day effor t :   

Jack,  Jere l ,  and I   arr ived at  the Li t t le  Blair 
Creek Ozark Trai l  park ing lot  a t  around 8:30 
and star ted h iking along  f i rst  the OT,  then un-
marked fores t  roads,  and then a bushwhack 
down into Marvel  Cave Hol low,  f inal ly  arriving 
at  the  cave at  about 10:30.  We spent  about an 
hour se t t ing up camp be fore making our way  
down into the Marvel  Room. On th is t rip ,  we 
rigged a hand l ine  to  navigate the ske tchy  cl imb 
between  the  f irs t  and second levels o f  the room,  
making  this maneuver much sa fer.  We then 
cl imbed down the chimney to  the bo ttom level  o f  
the Marvel  Room, where  on top o f  a  large ,  
heavi ly  eroded f lowstone mound jus t  to  the 
righ t  of  the  chimney i s  the entrance to  the  Con-
nect ion Passage,  which leads to  the Bla ir  Creek  
Cave en trance.   

Our goal on this tr ip  was to  survey the en-
t i re  passage,  connecting  to  the survey Maria,  
Caleb,  and I  had done in  Blair Creek Cave a 
year  before .  Several  sol i tary bats were noted as  
we naviga ted the Marvel  Room, though no mas-
sive c lusters l ike those presen t  in  June were 
seen .  The Connection Passage beg ins wi th  two 
sign if ican t  rooms,  separated only by a  curta in 
of  formations that  would  be the  high ligh t  of  
most  other caves  -  about 20 fee t  across,  8  to  10 

fee t  high,  and fes tooned  with  formations 
throughout.  Several  s ide  passages branch o ff  
from these rooms,  which  we noted  for the next  
day ’s survey.  Jus t  past  these  rooms,  however,  
passage qu ick ly shrinks and reaches a  t igh t  
(approximate ly nine inch) squeeze tha t  Jerel  
was jus t  barely able to  bypass.  We were amused  
to  see a  p iece o f  f lagging tape,  presumably lef t  
by the abortive survey project  in  this cave in  
the early  2000s,  f lu t ter ing madly in  the wind 
(which was presen t  throughout th is  passage)  
jus t  outs ide o f  th is  squeeze .   

Past  th is  poin t ,  the passage maintains a t  
about one foot  h igh and slop ing rather s teep ly 
downwards  for about  30  fee t  unt i l  i t  opens back 
up into  a  complex  series  of  mult iple  leve ls of  
overhanging ledges and canyons ,  st i l l  l iberal ly  
decora ted with  formations,  that  prov ided some 
of  the  most  chal leng ing ske tch ing I ’ve ever had 
to  do.  Several  s ide meanders from th is area wil l  
need survey  in  the future.  The route  gradually  
lowers to  the base level  of  these canyons,  where 
we reached the f i rst  in tersec tion with  the act ive  
cave st ream a t  sta t ion C22,  which crosses the 
main route perpendicu larly ,  wi th  rather  gr im 
but  s t i l l  navigable ( therefore needing survey) 
water passage con tinu ing in  both  direc tions.   

Past  the  s t ream in tersec tion,  the rou te again 
becomes ra ther t ight  and we had to  naviga te a  
few squeezes as the passage doubled  back and  
looped over  i tsel f  in  an  area that  took some 
care ful  naviga tion  and s tudy of  the  1966 map.  
Around sta t ion  C35,  where  passage  again began  
trending back to  the west ,  the cave again  be-
came ra ther large  wi th  some qu ite  impress ive 
format ions,  part icular ly  in  an upper cutaround 
beginning around s tat ion C40,  that  we lef t  for 
future survey.  Portions of  the  passage in  this 
area again became qui te  complex and  canyony ,  
though not  as d i f f icul t  to  sketch  as  the mazy 
meanders in  the  C20s.  By the t ime we reached 
an area o f  t igh t ,  sharp  turns tha t  we had to  
navigate in  the bo ttom o f  the  canyon around 
sta t ion C53 ,  team morale was beginn ing to  col-
lapse,  as i t  was nearly 9  PM,  and none o f  us 
had eaten a  proper meal  al l  day.  The promised 
connect ion was nowhere  in  sigh t .  However,  we 
f inal ly  met up with  the s tream again at  s tat ion 
C58,  meaning tha t  we t ruly were about to  reach 
the 13 - foot  waterfa ll  tha t  Bla ir Creek  survey 
terminated  at .   

Unfortunate ly ,  when  we reached a one  foo t  
high crawlway across a  f lowstone  s lope,  Jere l  
reported f rom the lead that  severa l  large  clus-
ters  of  ba ts  were jus t  ahead of  us,  and cont inu-
ing through the rather  smal l  passage would in-
evi tably  disturb them. After scop ing i t  ou t  my-
se lf ,  I  determined that  we couldn ’ t  con tinue and 
we had  to  turn back  an es t imated  80 -100 feet  
short  o f  the connect ion.  We made i t  back up to  
camp a t  about midn ight ,  where we go t  a  decent  
night ’s sleep and re turned to  survey around 9 in  
the morning.  We worked  on s ide leads in  the  
two  rooms at  the beginn ing of  Connect ion Pas-
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sage,  s tar t ing  wi th  the B -survey at  a  pi t  just  
past  the entrance of  the passage.  This ended up 
being a surprising ly complex passage tha t  
branched  of f  i tsel f  a t  a  couple o f  poin ts and u l-
t imate ly  circ led back into  the Marvel  Room v ia 
a  quite  nasty formation squeeze,  re -entering  
jus t  above the water crawl .  We then invest igat-
ed a lower crawlway leading of f  f rom the B -
survey in to  a  maze of  low be lly  crawl  meanders,  
se t t ing a couple o f  sta t ions to  make i t  eas ier for  
future parties to  beg in in  what we called the L -
survey.  Next ,  we  entered  an upper  lead  f rom 
this passage,  which turned out  to  be yet  another 
cutaround leading into  the Marvel  Room, this 
t ime near the entrance  to  Connect ion Passage.  
After this,  we c l imbed down into a  n ine foot  
deep pi t  in  the  second room in the Connect ion 
Passage,  f rom which a meander led in  two d if-
ferent  direc tions.  We began by set t ing a  couple 
of  s tat ions going  to  the lef t  as the A -survey,  
then by set t ing two more  going to  the r ight  as 
the T -survey.   

Our f ina l  ob jec tive in  th is area was to  check 
out  the  last  lead  in  the entry rooms,  a  smal l  pi t  
jus t  be low sta t ion C3.  This ended up dropping 
into  a  t igh t  meander tha t  looped  back around 
and ult imately  led us right  back to  the A -
survey,  which we t ied  back in to  and thus  f in-
ished of f  these two  leads .  In  th is  area of  the 
cave,  the L -survey and the T -survey are the on ly  
leads remaining .  With  a  few minutes  le f t  before 
our des ignated  departure t ime o f  3  PM,  I  decid-
ed to  take a  couple of  shots down the  water 
crawl in  the base  of  the Marvel  Room (ignoring 
the bare ly concealed groans of  my teammates) 
to  make i t  eas ier for the  next  team who would 
survey in  this area  to  ge t  s tarted .  Wi th tha t ,  we 
began cl imbing back up out  of  the cave,  and 
since we ’d  packed up camp in  the morning,  we 
were  able to  make good t ime on the h ike ou t  and  
ended up back at  the vehicles  around  4:45 PM.  

Also on the 13 th was  a  bio -moni tor ing tr ip  
to  two caves on MTNF in Ripley County.  Mick 
Sut ton,  Sue Hagan,  and Chloe Smith (MDC) 
made this happen,  which resulted in f ind ing 
stygobit ic  amphipods in a  shel ter  cave,  a  rar i ty.  
And,  on the same day somewhat to  the  north,  
Marissa Schor r ,  Alex Gi lsbach,  Emily Rounds,  
Ben Wolff,  Carmen For t ,  Daniel le  Zieleske ,  and 
Patr ick Szopinski  al l  mapped three caves whi le  
monitor ing them and  four  other  caves,  a l l  on 
MTNF land in Pulaski  County.  

December 14 th was  a  work day a t  the 
Winona Work Center ,  preparing mater ials  for  
ano ther  gat ing effor t ,  p lus general  cleaning and 
f i les work;  al l  accomplished by Mark Jones,  
Sco tt  House,  Andrew Porter ,  and Kirsten Alvey.  
Par t  o f the e ffor t  was re - ins ta l l ing a  cave inter -
pret ive sign at  the Powder  Mill  Campground 
( the o ld one was trashed  by the grea t  flood of  
2017) .  The next  day Mark,  Kirs ten,  and Andrew 
all  worked  on fixing a b roken cave ga te on Ry-
den Cave,  an MDC cave in  Phelps County.  The  

effor t  was made eas ier  by uti l iz ing CRF ’s  bat -
tery -operated welder ,  which has been of enor -
mous benefi t .  The day was completed  by a MDC
-CRF bio - inventory of the cave  which ne tted:  
nineteen p ipistrel les or  t r i -colored ba ts 
(Perimyot is  sub flavus) ,  s ix b ig bro wn ba ts  
(Eptesicus  fuscus) ,  f ive  dark -sided sa lamanders  
(Eurycea longicauda melanopleura) ,  a  long -
ta i led sa lamander  (Eurycea longicauda longi-
cauda) ,  twenty larval  and four  hatchl ing sala -
manders  (Eurycea sp. ) ,  s ix p ickerel  frogs 
(Li thobates  palustr is ) ,  s ixty - four  cave  i sopods,  
an aquatic  cave amphipod  (Crangonyx forbesi ) ,  
an unidenti f ied snake,  and a var iety o f bee tles.  
The crew got back to  Winona  for  a  b ig supper  
and  cleanup work.  

On the next  day,  the 16 th,  Sco tt  House,  
Mick Sutton,  Sue  Hagan,  Mark Jones,  and 
Kirsten Alvey tackled an area o f  MTNF in 
southern Shannon County a long the ap tly -named 
Hurr icane Creek ( i t  only f lows when i t  f loods) .  
Nine  caves were bio -mo ni tored ,  includ ing one 
new cave,  and two were mapped by Mark and 
Kirsten.  On the 17th,  Mark and Kirsten,  a ided 
by the talented Chloe Smith o f  MDC, began a 
survey of  a  pr iva tely o wned  cave  severa l  mi les  
“do wnstream” on the  dry Hurr icane  Creek.  Mark 
descr ibes the tr ip :   

With an unknown water leve l ,  we dec ided to  
wear wetsui ts  for this survey.   A  short  hike 
brought us to  Hurricane  Creek and soon a fter to  
the c l imb up to  the be lly -crawl en trance a t  the 
base o f  the blu ff .   Today  Kirs ten was on po int  
se t t ing s tat ions and shooting backsigh ts ,  wi th  
Chloe taking foresigh ts  and me on book.   A  dry,  
leafy twenty - foot  crawl gradual ly  t ransit ioned 
to  a  cobbly twenty - foot -crawl to  a  huge f low-
stone mound.   Christened “The Turtle  Shell ”,  
th is  format ion of fered two op tions,  a  two - foot -
high crawl over the top  or a  low,  cherty  bel ly -
crawl underneath.   We opted for the f i rst  rou te.  
A four - foot  drop on the other side  opened into  
stoop -walk ing passage wi th  a  wall  o f  co llapsed  
breakdown to  the west  and a wall  o f  f lowstone 
to  the  east  and  soda  s traws dot t ing  the ce i l ing 
in -between.   An inaccessib le  dra in along the 
east  wal l  cu t  under the main passage to  a  
spring a t  the base o f  the  bluf f  to  the west .   For  
the remainder o f  the survey we  would be  wading  

Next page,  clockwise  from upper left:  Claty 
Barnett ,  Monique Dinsmore,  Kayla Sapkota,  and  
Aaron Thompon in  a  mine.  Photo  by Cla ty Bar-
nett;  The massive en trance of  Rocheport  Cave .  
Photo by Dan Lamping;  Cavers res tore cave 
habitat  in  Rocheport  Cave,  Boone County ,  MO. 
Photo by Dan Lamping;  Herman the dashboard 
bat  f inds  a  temporary roost .  Photo  by Kirsten 
Alvey;  Lin ing up for an  ear -wash in  an Ozark 
cave.  Photo by Mike Kovacs;  Aaron Thompson,  
Treavor Bussard,  Cla ty Barnett ,  Kayla  Sapkota ,  
and Mike S lay in  Sl ippery Hol low Natura l  Area.  
Photo by Claty Barnett .  
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in  a  mix ture of  sha llow water and red unctuous 
clay.   While  few format ions were found a long 
the west  wal l ,  the cei l ing and east  wall  were 
covered in  a  variety  of  speleo thems.   For the 
f i rst  150 fee t  the cave t rended souther ly  bu t  at  
that  po int  i t  turned le f t  (eas t ) 180° to  the north.   
40 fee t  la ter i t  cut  90° east  for the nex t  50 fee t  
to  another 90° turn,  th is  t ime to  the south.   The 
passage con tinued in  that  direct ion for 60 fee t  
before once again  tak ing a sharp turn to  the 
east .   Covered in  s t icky mud wi th  a  long  crawl-
way ahead we t ied of f  a t  an easi ly  ident i f iable 
sta lagmite.   During the 365.5 fee t  o f  survey,  we 
inven tor ied a  nice selec t ion of  formations in-
cluding s talact i tes,  soda  straws,  drapery ,  he lic-
t i tes,  sta lact i f la ts ,  r imstone dams,  sta lagmites  
and columns,  to  name a few.   Three  wel l -
decora ted domerooms were  inc luded in  the map.  

On December 18th,  Mark,  Kirs ten,  and Casie 
Spencer  monitored  two caves in  a  heavi ly vis i t -
ed area o f the Ozark Riverways,  f inding the  
road and cave gate  secure on one;  the  bat  popu-
lat ion was  lo w but  there  were  four  spec ies o f 
sa lamanders present .  The other  cave had no tice-
able graffi t i ,  but  the team lacked the suppl ies to  
f ix that .  Kirs ten and Casie re turned wi th Sco tt  
House the next  day to  c lean the graff i t i ,  which 
was  done wi th the a id  o f  a  rechargeab le d r i l l  
wi th  brushy,  hand brushes,  and di luted vinegar .  
The team then returned to  Winona before head-
ing south to  a  cave in MTNF but along a high-
way wi th Missour i  Department o f Transpor ta -
t ion (MODOT) easement .  An adjunct  sec tion of  
cave was inadver tent ly blasted  open dur ing a 
br idge rep lacement wi th  a  display of spe leo-
thems diver t ing dr ivers ’  attent ion.  The two seg-
ments were mapped and al terna tives for  preser -
va tion were discussed .  Whi le  al l  th is  was  going 
Dani  Lotz and Nathan Curran hiked  over  hi l l  
and  dale to  f inish mapping one cave,  and along 
the way,  fo l lo wed up on some old leads and 
found severa l  more  new caves,  two of  which 
were surveyed –  al l  wi th  the Ozark Riverways 
boundar ies.  

Saturday,  December 20 th,  saw several  crews 
enter  a  large s tream cave in Shannon County,  
wi thin the boundaries o f  the park but  on MDC -
owned land.  The purposes o f  the  tr ip  were to  do  
biologica l  survey in the remote  nether  reaches 
of the cave whi le  also answering car tographic 
questions and  adding cross -sec tions.  Nathan 
Curran,  Andrew Mayer ,  Sabr ina Morris ,  and Da-
ni  Lotz made up one  crew and,  as  Nathan de-
scr ibes:   

Were tasked with  do ing map qual i ty  contro l  
and a bio inven tory of  F lat  Canyon  and Tera-
byte Hal l  in  the  far reaches o f  the cave.  We 
traveled wi th  the other team that  was heading to  
the Eastern and Western  Borehole passages,  led 
by Spike (Jef f  Crews) ,  unti l  we reached Arroyo 
Wash.  During th is period of  combined t ravel ,  
Dil l ion  Freiburger  went  f i rst  to  inven tory bio ta.  

Due to  unforeseen c ircumstances Sabrina and 
Andrew had  to  exi t  the cave upon arriva l  a t  Ar-
royo Wash.  Dani and  I  continued into  Fla t  Can-
yon to  complete the objectives.  In  Terabyte 
Hal l ,  we encountered two vert ical  pi tches (a  
cl imb fo l lowed by a  rappel ),  bo th wi th  perma-
nently  rigged  ropes .  The  f i rst  rope  was muddy 
but  in  good  condi t ion and anchored to  a  column 
and two sta lagmites.  An addit ional p iece of  
webbing was used to  prevent  the rope  f rom com-
ing up and over  the  s talagmi tes unin ten tionally .  
The second rope was also in  good condit ion and 
anchored  to  a  large f lowstone column.  Both 
ropes appeared  secure and were le f t  in  the cave 
at  the  conclusion o f  our visi t .  Be low the drop,  
we searched an i sola ted  room for b iolog ical  ob-
serva tions.  We then  cl imbed a s teep c lay slope 
to  the  north wi thout  rope,  fo l lowed  by a  short  
walking passage with  a  narrow squeeze around 
f lowstone .  The f inal  ver t ical  sequence,  spl i t  
across two ledges,  was downclimbed without 
rope to  reach  the  terminal room. As Dani  and I  
were  f in ishing up  our  f inal  rappel ,  Marissa 
Schorr came to  inform us tha t  the team was 
wai t ing  for us at  Arroyo  Wash to  egress  f rom 
the cave.  

The second crew of Spike Crews,  Di l lon,  
Candace Kovacs ,  Mike Kovacs,  Jessica Wilson,  
and  Mar issa did  the  same in o ther  par ts  o f the 
rear  por t ion of the cave .  An MDC crew moni-
tored ba ts in the outer  port ion of  the cave  and a  
nearby upland cave ( l ies  over  the other)  which 
had  a heal thy populat ion of Indiana and gray 
bats in i t .   

Also on the 20 th,  Stefanie Voss,  Chase Bar -
ber ,  Bre Henderson,  Casie Spender ,  Kat  Krydyn-
ski ,  Cla ire  Jackson,  and Jessi  Schoeneweiss 
monitored two MTNF caves,  one in  Phelps 
County,  and one in Texas County.  The pr imary 
purpose was archaeological  monito r ing,  but  they 
also did faunal  counts  as wel l .  One of the s i tes 
has had unfortunate sor ts  o f vis i tat ion.  

After  Christmas break,  things s tar ted up 
again.  Mike Kovacs,  Candace Kovacs,  and Jessi -
ca Wilson moni tored two caves on MTNF in 
Chr is t ian County on the 28th.  In Br ight  Hol low 
Blowing Cave they found previously unknown 
passage (dra t  the luck -  my map!)  as descr ibed:  

Next page,  clockwise  from upper left:  Eradi-
cating gra ff i t i  a t  a  publ ic  s i te .  Photo by Kirs ten 
Alvey;  Ozark  version o f  a  morn ing meeting a t  
Winona.  Photo  by Sco tt  House;  Chloe Smith 
shoot ing ins truments in  an Ozark cave.  Photo by  
Kirsten Alvey.  The MSS_CRF_MCKC campsi te  
on the Big Muddy.  Photo by Dan Lamping;  Helm 
Cave.  Photo by Dan Lamping;  Going s tream 
passage in  the Lower Annex of  Berome Moore 
Cave.  Photo by Dan Lamping;  Scot t  House  and 
Casie Spencer  at  part  of  Roadside Cave.  Photo 
by Kirs ten Alvey;   
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 While moni toring,  Jessica Wilson trave led 
through a  low side passage for some distance 
only to  pop up into  a  large walk ing passage 
simi lar to  the o ther common passages  (Pierson 
layer),  that  cont inued for some distance.  Subse-
quently ,  we could no t  locate this passage on the  
exist ing 1981 cave map.  We suspect  Jess ica may 
have stumbled  in to  a  signif icant  unsurveyed 
passage.  We would l ike to  return with  a  map in -
hand to  ver i fy  tha t  th is  passage is  accurately  
located and i s  no t  in  fac t  on the ex ist ing 1981 
map.  We wil l  then  survey the new sec tion we 
found i f  tha t  i s  in  fact  the case.  

The next  day,  the 29 th,  on the o ther  side o f 
the state ,  a  joint  MDC and CRF effor t  was un-
derway at  Wayne County ’s  Helm Cave.  Par t ici -
pants included  Shel ly Colatskie and  Dil lon Frei -
burger  from MDC (bo th also CRF members) ,  
Dan Lamping,  Nathan Curran,  Andrew Mayer ,  
Dennis Novicky,  Korey Hart ,  Rick Ihnat ,  Derik 
Hol tmann,  Bobby Swain,  and Ri ta  Worden.  Dan 
tel l s  the s tory:   

The temperature was fr igid  in  the low twen-
t ies to  upper teens,  so  we didn ’ t  spend too much 
t ime be fore h iking  to  the  entrance  and rigg ing.   
I  r igged the pi t  with  11 mm sta tic  rope;  i t ’s eve-
ry b i t  o f  a  20 f t .  drop wi th  hal f  o f  i t  f ree hang-
ing.   We se t  an ou t  t ime of  3:30 at  the  cave en-
trance to  al low t ime for everyone  to  cl imb ou t  
and de -rig .   No s igni f icant  bat  populat ions were 
found,  though  three  species,  B ig Brown,  Tri -
colored,  and Lit t le  Brown were al l  observed ,  
includ ing various  inver tebra tes.   Notably ,  Dil-
lon and Shelly  observed a rather large amphi-
pod in  the pool with in the main part  o f  the en-
trance passage,  which they were bo th in teres ted  
in .    

In  terms o f  mapping,  Derik,  Dil lon,  and I  
f in ished mapping the main room, bu ild ing of f  
the survey  tha t  Tony Schmit t  and I  began in  
2008.   Andrew Mayer,  R ick Ihnat,  and Ri ta  
Worden went in to  the crawl  to  the end of  the 
survey to  cont inue on.   The o ther four sp li t  in to  
two ,  two -person teams and leapfrogged ahead.   
Nathan  and Korey began mapping back towards  
Andrew and  Dennis and Bobby went  ahead.   Af-
ter our team completed mapping the entrance  
room we went in to  the crawl and  found An-
drew’s team.  Nathan ’s team was jus t  connect-
ing to  the ir  survey.   Once that  occurred we al l  
went ahead to  jus t  past  where  Bobby and Dennis 
began.   There was a t ight  constr ict ion which I  
could not  f i t  through.   R ita  and Derik made 
their way  out  while  everyone e lse went ahead to  
continue mapping.   I  waited a t  the constr ic t ion 
for a  whi le  be fore decid ing to  a lso head ou t  and  
begin ascending in  order to  avoid  a  bot t leneck 
at  the  entrance.   When  I  got  to  the entrance 
Derik  was nearly  at  the top of  the p i t .   R ita  and 
I  cl imbed  out  and made our way back to  the ve-
hicles .   We were  al l  headed off  by 4:00.  Some 
enjoyed  chi l i  a t  the House cabin nearby.  

Berome Moore Cave Survey:   
While al l  th is  was  going on,  Chad McCain 

led a  massive e ffor t  to  cont inue surveys  in the 
downstream end of  the  cave.  The effor t  star ted  
on the 13 th wi th  one large tr ip .  Chad te l l s  the 
story:   

This weekend ’s annual December survey,  
aka the f ina l  survey of  the year,  went be tter 
than I  cou ld have hoped .  Due to  the handful  o f  
fo lks crash ing out  last  year due to  being inexpe-
rienced,  we went wi th  a  di f ferent  s ty le ,  a  f i rst  
for me.  I  invi ted sketchers f irs t ,  and based on  
those repl ies,  I  reached out  to  those wi th  h igh 
stamina and  dr ive to  del iver resul t s .  One thing 
we have no t  had a lot  o f  on this pro jec t  i s  wast -
ed team tr ips.  Some recruitment was done at  the 
CRF annual meeting  in  Spring field ,  MO. As a  
resul t ,  a f ter several  weekend i ssues and last  mi-
nute drop outs,  no of fense by the language but  
i t’s inev itab le to  happen ,  s ix  teams were f ie ld-
ed.  

Gary Resch  led  Mike  Kovacs ,  Candace  Ko-
vacs  and Jessica Wi lson  to  upper annex to  r ip  
of f  1518.4  feet  o f  new survey f rom cu t  arounds  
that  were  bypassed during the ini t ia l  upstream 
survey.  Joe  Sikorsk i  ske tched the f looded sec-
t ion o f  Lower Stream Annex whi le  Dan Lamping 
and newcomer Bryce Sondag f in ished the Annex/
Main S tream loop.  Their  804.4 feet  o f  survey  
closed a loop tha t  is  1 .25 mi les long  by 0 .5  
miles wide  and over 3 .5  miles of  to ta l  survey in  
the loop .  This has been a long t ime coming and  
thanks to  Dan ’s di l igence of  surveying every  
year  th is  pro jec t  has been ongoing,  with  many 
tr ips to  Annex,  th is  has f inal ly  been completed.  

Michael  Bradford,  Andrew Mayer,  and Mark 
Col l ins knocked out  819 .7 fee t  o f  survey in  
Black  Water passage,  which i s  a  para llel  pas-
sage to  the main st ream.  Their  ef forts  are s t i l l  
ongoing as  there are a  couple leads in  what 
they surveyed bu t  also about 250 feet  le f t  unt i l  
they close another loop.  Mark Brooks cont inued 
his ongoing e f for ts  at  the Cataract  (a  water fal l  
that  crashes down into  a  sump pool) with  Brian 
Biggs,  and Dylan  Dakota Durand  sho t  a l l  the 
data whi le  Derik  Holtmann took some salon 
quali ty  photos.  Th is was  the f i rst  sump of  the 
cave,  where the t runk  hi ts  a  jo int  slo t  and takes 
a  90 degree turn to  the west  and the en ti re cave  
changes  character.  High  detai l  was drawn as 
they sk irted  the  le f t  (sou th) wal l  to  t ry  and f ind  

Next page,  clockwise  from upper left:  Andrew 
Porter welds a  gate  repair.  Photo  by Kirsten 

Alvey ;   Completed Martin  Cave gate.  Photo by 
Mark Jones;  Chad McCain at  Pendulum Cave.  

Photo by Chad  McCain ;  The ladies survey team 
deep in  Berome Moore take a  lunch break .  Pho-
to  by Derek  Holtmann; A f lood -washed passage 
deep in  the Moore sys tem.  Photo by Derek Holt-
mann; Main stream o f  Berome Moore.  Photo by 
Gretchen Asse lmeier.  
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any passage  going north  towards Pink  Planaria 
passage.  Why was he hugging the  sou th wall?  
Because the curren t  end  of  survey  in  Pink Pla-
naria was 250 feet  sou th  of  the area he  was 
work ing in .  As i t  was,  I saac Smith,  Gunnar 
Wurst ,  and I  hi t  the end of  Pink Planaria wi th  
hopes the passage would  loop in  with  the  sump 
l ike las t  year ’s d iscovery.  Unfortunately ,  a f ter 
about 281.9 fee t  the cave turned abruptly  west  
( jus t  l ike the main st ream) and shut  down to  a  
belly  crawl that  was 5  feet  wide,  less than  a 
foot  tal l  and very wet  wi th  a  ca lci te  f loor.  Spot  
l ight ing ahead  af ter I  couldn ’ t  f i t  any further 
showed the passage cont inued at  leas t  45 fee t ,  
but  less than six  inches  high.  Our dreams were  
defea ted.  We fe l l  back to  the en trance  of  the 
Cataract  Cutof f ,  or bypass or  whatever you 
want  to  cal l  Mel issa Meyer ’s d iscovery f rom 
las t  year ,  and started burning the candle f rom 
this end.  

What candle? Gretchen  Asse lmeier sketched 
some terr ible  passage ,  whi le  Melissa Meyer led  
the way through her push tr ip  d iscovery  f rom 
las t  year .  Cath leen Yung was on po int ,  and they  
surveyed 289.1 fee t  be fore we “met in  the  mid-
dle” of some o f  the worst  survey possib le.  Th is  
was a  hercu lean ef fort  by three  young women 
wi th  incredib le dr ive ,  de terminat ion,  and d isci-
pl ine to  produce good data in  the worst  condi-
t ions.  I  can ’ t  te l l  you how proud I  am of  these 
young ladies of  CRF. No  one else cou ld have  
mapped what  they did  and I  could no t  have been  
prouder to  have  been their mentor.  I  gave them 
an objec tion that  was gr im,  and  with  0% doubt 
that  they would de liver good data.  Any lesser 
team would have given up and not  produced  any 
data at  a l l .  I  was given shee ts of  data coated in  
mud,  soaking  wet ,  and i l legib le.  But  as the mud 
wiped away,  glory was found and pr ide was 
fel t .  

As a resu lt ,  we knocked out  4 ,241.53 fee t  
over  the  weekend unexpected ly and  pushed the 
cave to  26.89 mi les.  Who wants  more? There  i s  
plenty.  Only the determination and pr ide o f  be-
ing part  o f  something  bigger than onese lf  keeps 
this going .  The brotherhood and s is terhood 
buil t  on these t r ips  wil l  las t  a  l i fe t ime.  

 
The effor t  continued on the last  day of the 

year  as again told  by Chad:  

An end of  year survey t r ip  was thrown to-
gether for  two ob jec tives.  F ind the beet le  that  
Mark Brooks found on the last  t rip ,  and cont in-
ue surveying the  downstream maze  at  the Cata-
rac t/Sump area.  This was my f i rs t  t ime ac tual ly  
gett ing al l  the way  down there as I  took on  the  
Pink Planaria passage survey (two  passages 
lef t  in  there to  map that  may go to  a  trunk l ine 
segment) .  

Anyhow, Mark Brooks,  Dylan  Dakota Du-
rand,  Mark Coll ins,  Gunnar Wurst ,  Josh 
Cooper,  I saac Smith,  and myse lf  went down 
there.  Some broke of f  for a  bug hunt at  the  
Lower Annex Crossover whi le  the res t  of  us 

continued to  the end of  survey just  past  the 
Cataract  waterfa ll .  During this t ime,  I  was ab le 
to  get  an al ternate route  to  the sump mapped,  
which was skipped orig inally .  Th is route  goes 
below another rou te,  and we ended survey in  a  
wide,  low pot  ho le f i l led  bedding p lane maze,  
that  slams in to  another joint  slo t  be fore drop-
ping down two levels and taking  a nose d ive 
downhi l l  toward the P t rap sump,  which i s  ap-
paren tly  the  Devi ls  Jump -off  sump pool on  the  
blue spring branch on  the sur face.  

We ended survey about 52 fee t  short  o f  27 
miles.   

And that ’s what ’s happened  in the Missouri  
Ozarks this fal l !  

 
Arkansas,   including Buffalo  Nat ional River 
and others  
By:  Kayla Sapkota  

Arkansas Natural Heri tage Co mmission  
November 8 ,  2025:  Treavor  Bussard,  Rian-

non Colton,  Charlo tte  Boehme,  and  Shane O ’Ri-
ley mapped 75 feet  in two smal l  caves a t  the 
Garre t t  Hol lo w Natura l  Area.   Kayla  Sapkota ,  
Per la  Romero,  Keeva  Sapkota,  and  Macy Vogt 
mapped 137 f t  in  Woodpecker  Cave a t  the same 
loca tion to  comple te the  survey.  

November 14 ,  2025:  Kayla Sapkota,  Mike  
Slay,  Claty Barnet t ,  Aaron Tho mpson,  and 
Treavor  Bussard measured the entrance  to  Mar-
ble Fal l s  Cave  at  the  Slippery Hollo w Natural  
Area and took photos fo r  use  in des igning a fu-
ture ga te or  fence.   The crew also mapped 136 
f t  in the upper  leve l  before turning away for  bat  
presence.  

Arkansas State Parks  
December 7 ,  2025:  Claty Barnet t ,  Riannon 

Col ton,  Kayla Sapkota,  Treavor  Bussard,  and 
Aaron Tho mpson cont inued  mapping in War Ea-
gle Spring Cave a t  Withrow Spring State  Park,  
ne tt ing 493 f t  o f very muddy survey.  

Buffalo Nat ional River  
September 13,  2025:  Kayla Sapkota,  Ben 

Damgaard,  and  John Davis mapped 140 .2 ft  in a  
pi t  cave in Broad water  Hol low.  Max White,  
Sam Pruit t ,  Ashley Mitche ll ,  Charlo t te  Boehme,  
Per la  Romero,  Dave Milner ,  Moll ie  Ratl i f f ,  and 
Ethan Robbins  divided into  two groups and 
mapped Cl i ff  Hol low Shelter  Cave  and Pi l lar  
Shelter ,  ne t t ing 172 ft  o f survey.   Kevin Lio w, 
Chr is t ine Saw,  Treavor  Bussard,  and Riannon 
Col ton mapped 521 f t  in  Devil ’s Den Pi t .  

October  18,  2025:  James Gould,  Joseph 
Marin -Suarez,  Laney Edwards,  Joanna  Cooke,  
Malachi  Hall ,  and Jol ie  Holmes b io -monitored 
and  photo -documented a  couple o f  mines  and 
small  caves in the Lo wer Dis tr ic t  o f the Buffalo  
Nat ional  River .   John Davis,  Katy Baumgard-
ner ,  and Ol ivia Clark bio -monitored Yel low 
Rose Mine ,  Mined Cave,  Buzzard ’s Egg Cave,  
Pig Pen Cave,  and Cujo Crawl ,  as wel l  as loca t -
ed another  small  mine feature.   Kayla Sapkota,  
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/100013993177074/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZb6riEJPQhRlZq0tbPij1MfKBvUMtMFNIUXJ5mef8Jo0gUva4wLYXcTQRXsn5YjXwkml-ckJKKgFSIwIc7AbJXVawLeGfEiqH2PwRLLDNJ4IoQWIn5LORsdqShf4RPNG3bDAJPPHXGqwTu7_uGHLUSLzQwYL4imSlqwJ3cGTFjnZP
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Aaron Tho mpson,  and Claty Barne tt  mapped 
1,317 f t  in a  mine near  Rush.  

November 15 ,  2025:  Jos iah Gordinier ,  Au-
bree Sul l ivan,  Jolie  Holmes,  and Al icia  Jame-
son bio -moni tored Saltpeter  Cave,  Fi replace  
Cave,  Small  Cave,  and  Saltpeter  Pit ,  as wel l  as 
loca ted ano ther  pi t  ( roughly 20 ft  deep)  and a 
former commerc ia l  mine .   Charlo t te  Boehme,  
Riannon Col ton,  and  Megan Noble mapped a 

few shots in Beaver  Sl ide Cave,  f inding no bea-
vers but  spying a water  moccasin.   Kayla Sap-
kota,  Claty Barne tt ,  Aaron Tho mpson,  and 
Monique Dinsmore mapped 865 ft  in a  mine.  
Treavor  Bussard led a  team mapping and b io -
monitor ing a few mine  features.   John Davis led 
a  team that  b io -monitored Toney Barnes  Cave,  
Tom Barnes Cave,  and  Jawbone Cave and  locat -
ed a  new small  fea ture.  

Mammoth Cave: July Expedition, June 26-July 6, 2025 

Dave West and Karen Willmes, Expedition Leaders 
By: Karen Willmes 

For a  change ,  during the  weeklong expedi -
t ion,  we d idn ’ t  have any weather - related  i ssues.  
Water  levels were s t i l l  somewhat high,  but  we 
didn ’ t  have f looding rains.  

We had 45 par t icipants and  fie lded 37  par -
t ies in Mammoth and o ther  local  caves.  32  
teams caved inside  the  park.  Of those tr ips,  27  
tr ips contr ibuted to  car tography,  one tr ip  sup-
ported the small  cave  inventory,  four  tr ips  
he lped wi th var ious scient i f ic  objec tives,  and 
one  tr ip  restored access to  the  Bedqui l t  entrance  
of Colossal  Cave.  Some tr ips supported mul t ip le  
projects .  This amounted  to  993.56  vo lunteer  
hours or  124 people days.   

Two par t ies  worked in Grea t  Onyx Cave,  
three tr ips went to  the  New Discovery sec tion,  
13 par t ies entered  Colossa l  Cave,  three par t ies 
used the Elevator ,  two par t ies  went in the Aus-
t in Entrance,  eight  par t ies used  the  Frozen Ni-
agara Entrance,  one par ty went in the New En-
trance,  and one par ty went  to  Sa lt s  Cave.   

For sc ience  support ,  four  par t ies looked a t  
the geochemistry o f minerals in Grea t  Onyx 
Cave,  Frozen Niagara,  Sno wbal l  Dining Room, 
and  New Discovery.  They gathered images using 
long and shor twave l ights and ident i fied a  pos-
sib le  new mineral .   

Using the e leva tor ,  two par t ies  worked on 
resurvey for  the Snowball  Dining Room map-
shee t .  One par ty resurveyed  par t  o f E leusinian 
Way.  They sor ted out  a  complex junction,  made  
a voice connect ion through a lo w spot ,  and 
found some new leads.  For  future teams they 
found an eas ier  route to  the area.  Another  team 
f inished the unpleasant  lower leve l  o f Miller  
Avenue.  Total  new survey 446.9 feet ,  to tal  re -
survey 916 .9 fee t .  

In New Discovery,  two teams worked on the 
resurvey of Big Avenue and  Fossi l  Avenue.  One 
par ty checked  a shot  and surveyed several  loops  
that  hadn ’ t  been done before.  Another  par ty 
learned the route and resurveyed in the Canyon 
of Shado ws.  Total  new survey 95.3 feet ,  to tal  
resurvey 446.8 feet .  

Seven par t ies worked on the Frozen Niagara 
mapsheet  us ing both the  Frozen Niagara en-
trance and the New Entrance.  The new car togra-
pher  fami l iar ized himsel f wi th the area and  
resketched some areas.  The Radio  Room was 
resurveyed.  A side chamber  o ff the Corkscrew 

was surveyed.  Total  new survey 53.6 feet ,  to tal  
resurvey 1,124.65.  

One par ty working on the East  Cocklebur  
mapsheet  found some nice water fal l s ,  v irgin 
walking passage,  and many leads  near  OPS 
Junction.  Tota l  new survey 247.87 feet .  

A major  focus o f  the  expedit ion was  Colos-
sa l  Cave.  Eleven par t ies  went in the Colossal  
Entrance.  Five teams mopped up leads a long 
Grand Avenue  and Sandstone Tumbledo wn.   
Three teams surveyed in  the Sandy Crawl ,  resur -
veying the main Sandy Crawl  route  and a lso sur -
veying side leads,  one of which continues into  
vi rgin terr i tory.  Two teams worked on resketch-
ing Colossal  Dome.  One par ty surveyed leads 
near  New Years  Junct ion.  Another  two par t ies 
recovered  and used the Bedquil t  entrance.  They 
were able to  reach the  gate fro m the Bedquil t  
s ide for  the f ir st  t ime in  several  years as  flood-
ing has been put t ing obstac les in  the  entrance .  
This year ’s f lood ing appears to  have removed 
much of the blockage  and rearranged the en-
trance passage.  The Omega 13 room was 
resketched.  Tota l  new survey 808.25 feet ,  resur -
vey 2,200.715 feet .  

Two teams went in the Austin Entrance.  One  
surveyed Woodward Avenue for  the Gravel  Ave-
nue  mapsheet .  Down the  t ight  crawl  that  was 
new survey,  they found what  they f ir st  thought 
was  sta t ion RB 62,  then real ized  tha t  they were 
looking a t  Roger  Brucker ’s ini t ia l s  from 1962 .  
Since Roger  (now 95 years o ld)  was a t tending 
the expedi t ion,  they had  fun descr ib ing their  
f ind.  The  other  did  the long trek out  Northwest  
Passage.  Total  new survey 178.7 feet ,  to tal  re -
survey 463 .8 fee t .  

In Sa lt s  Cave one par ty continued the profi le  
of Sa lt s  Trunk,  focusing especial ly on the Grand  
Forks and Dismal Val ley Junction areas.  

One par ty went  to  Great  Onyx Cave  but  
found the objec tive needs a  thinner  crew.   

Total  survey foo tage ins ide the park was 
7 ,204.535 of which 1,830.62 was new survey 
and  5,373.915 was resurvey.   

Outside the park,  three teams went to  Roppel  
Cave and two teams went to  Shor ts  Moonshine 
Cave.  In Roppel  Cave,  two  teams continued the 
resurvey of the S survey between the Roppel  
Entrance and Ar lie  Way.  One par ty d id pa leohy-
drology work in Arl ie  Way.  One par ty ident i fied  
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and  t ied in  points  at  the  entrance of Shor ts  
Moonshine Cave.  A team cont inued the A survey 
and  mapped a t ight  s ide lead.  

Chr is Groves brought several  visi t ing sc ien-
t i st s  to  breakfast  one day to  say hi .  

On the Four th o f July,  Dave West  and Spike 
Crews per formed the usua l  f ireworks  sho w.  

Thanks to  Nathan Brucker ,  who offered  to  be 
camp manager  fo r  the second  weekend;  Pat  
Kambesis  for  cooking a l l  day on Fr iday;  Bil l  

Koerschner  for  barbecuing the chicken;  Ed 
Klausner  and Cheryl  Johnson who helped cook 
breakfasts on many days;  Joe Walko who ac ted 
as camp manager  for  one day and cleaned al l  the 
t ime he was in  camp; Diana Tomchick for  assis-
tance  in the ki tchen;  Megan Harder  for  cleaning 
and  camp clos ing he lp;  T im Green for  c leaning 
at  the c lose o f camp; Lynn Brucker  for  ca l ibra t -
ing digita l  survey instruments.  

Mammoth Cave: October Expedition, October 10-13, 2025 

By: Mary Schubert, Expedition Leader 

This year ’s October  expedit ion was  most  un-
usua l .  The  Government shut  do wn on October  1  
and  was s t i l l  shutdo wn for  the durat ion of the 
expedi t ion.  In previous  years during shutdowns,  
the park al lowed us to  work on leads  in caves 
wi thin the park.  Ho wever ,  this  year ,  the caves in  
the park were o ff l imi ts to  us .  Therefore,  I  
reached  out  to  loca l  landowners,  wi th caves  on 
their  proper ty,  to  have objectives fo r  this  expe-
dit ion.  This p rovided  a great  oppor tuni ty for  
CRF to  improve  lando wners ’  perception of cav-
ers,  opening the  door  fo r  future opportunit ies.  
As i t  turned out ,  we  had  more caves ava ilable to  
us than we had people to  survey.  Hopeful ly,  fu-
ture expedi t ions wi l l  be able to  invest igate these  
pr ivate caves.   

October  expedi t ions are usua lly small ,  and 
this expedi t ion was no except ion.  Family ob liga-
t ions,  heal th i ssues and few having the ho liday 
off,  prevented some people from part ic ipa ting.  
Ult imate ly,  21 people  at tended.   New survey to -
taled 268.2 feet  and resurvey to taled 3404.45 
feet .  

Friday,  October 10  
John Fei l  and  Dick Market  worked a t  Hamil -

ton Valley taking care o f yard work and var ious 
maintenance i ssues.  

Saturday ,  October 11  
Well  Cave:  Tomislav Gracanin,  John Ladd 

(Temporary JV),  and Ashley (Ash)  I rons Adkins  

trave led to  a  local  landowner ’s cave:  Wel l  Cave.  
This cave was  so  named due  to  a  wall  o f br icks 
around  the  opening,  looking l ike a  well .  The  
landowner  spec i fica l ly requested tha t  Tomislav 
and  John lead this t r ip .  This cave had been par -
t ia l ly surveyed 25 years ago .  For tunate ly,  a f ter  
much research,  an old tr ip  repor t  was  located 
pr ior  to  head ing to  the cave.   After  r igging and  
descending 2  di fferent  d rops do wn into the cave,  
the team began new survey s tar t ing at  what  they 
believe was sta t ion A9.  The passage s tar ted out  
pleasant;  ho wever ,  by their  3 r d  s tat ion the ce i l -
ing lo wered ,  and the passage  became near ly 
blocked wi th f lowstone.  John squeezed through 
and  managed to  extend the passage by another  
two stat ions.   A large lead to  the le f t ,  conta ined 
broken formations.  John pushed a t ight  lead be-
low A9 for  at  leas t  70 feet ,  report ing i t  to  be a  
body size (his body)  passage  wi th mud.  Due to  
t ime constraints ,  they had to  leave the cave  ear -
ly.  More work i s  needed .  They co mple ted 77 .1 
feet  o f  new survey.  

Whispering Whist le  Cave:  Rick Olson (book)  
led Mat thew Shimmel and Nate Vignes to  a  loca l  
cave.  The landowner  (Landon)  was enthusiast ic  
about having his cave  surveyed.  He and  his fam-
i ly came up  wi th a  name  for  the ir  cave :  Whis-
per ing Whis t le  Cave ,  so  named because one can 
hear  the train whis t le  from inside  the  cave.  Lan-
don had al ready purchased a headlamp and knee 
pads,  and Nate provided  a helmet ,  thus Landon 

Left :  Tim Green  and Eli  Winkler mapping.  Photo by Mike Conover.  Right:  Mark Wilson and Rick 
Hoechstet ter making  the  al f redo sauce.  Photo by  Mary Schubert .  
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was ab le to  go wi th  the  team as they surveyed.  
Even the fami ly ca t  jo ined the survey par ty.  
Eventua lly the  passage pinched do wn to  less 
than a foot  high wi th  no  air  f low.  So me fossi l -
ized shark teeth are in this cave  and evidence 
that  the cave  was used  by ear ly nat ive people.  
The landowner  and his  family ( includ ing the ca t )  
were thr i l led wi th  the  outcome of  the survey and 
pleased wi th the profess ional i sm of the CRF 
team.  Rick,  Matthew,  and Nate were grea t  com-
muni ty ambassadors,  generat ing a good will  rela -
t ionship between CRF and these loca l  landown-
ers.  Wel l  done.  They completed a total  o f  191.1 
feet  o f  new survey.  

Riders Mil l  Cave:  Tres  Seymore and his dad 
graciously o ffered CRF the oppor tuni ty to  sur -
vey the fami ly o wned cave.  There had been a  
rud imentary survey done in the 1970s.  I t  was 
t ime for  a  more precise representat ion of thei r  
cave.  Tres led Rick Toomey,  Elizabeth Winkler  
(book) ,  and Tim Green.  This cave i s  a  maternity  
cave for  gray ba ts,  which  are kno wn to  hiber -
na te in James and Coach caves.  I t  conta ins  fos-
si l s ,  includ ing shark tee th ,  i s  r ich in terres tr ia l  
and  aquatic  bio ta,  and has some evidence  of pre -
Columbian human use.  The passage was mostly 
walking with  an occasional  crawl .  Tres ’s  father  
was  qui te  impressed wi th the profess ionali sm 
and  courteous manner  o f  the enti re  team.  Wel l  
done!   Much more work needs  to  be done here.  
They comple ted 742.4 feet  o f  resurvey.  

Roppel:  B il l  Koeschner ,  Bob Alderson,  and 
Mike Conover  ventured over  to  Roppel  Cave and  
entered via the Weller  ent rance.  Their  objec tive 
was  to  resurvey Popcorn Al ley.  They accom-
plished the ir  resurvey objective ,  and upon f in-
ishing,  they went  back and re -measured the dis-
tances between the  old s tat ions,  confirming that  
they were al l  about a  foot  too long.  I t  i s  a  mys-
tery ho w this might have happened .   Much more  
work needs to  be  done here.  The team completed  
274.7 fee t  o f resurvey.  

Hidden  River Cave:  Dave West  and Karen 
Wilmes traveled  to  Hidden River  Cave.  After  
chat t ing wi th sta ff,  they went into  the cave once  
the last  ful l  tour  had departed.  Dave sketched 

and  Karen he lped as  Dave began turning angles  
toward  the  entrance .  T ime ran out  and they 
planned to  re turn the fo l lowing evening.   

Sunday,  October 12  
Riders Cave:  Today two separate  teams went 

to  Riders Cave.  T ime Green,  E lizabeth Winkler ,  
and  Mike Conover  s tar ted where  yesterday ’s  
team ended,  Tres Seymour,  B il l  Koerschner ,  Bob  
Alderson,  and Sul ly Sul l ivan went deeper  into  
the cave.  The teams p lanned  to  survey to wards 
each o ther .  Both teams were grateful  when they 
f inal ly met up,  as they were al l  ready to  ca l l  i t  a  
day.  Much more work needs to  be done here.  
Again,  these teams impressed the lando wner  
wi th  the ir  profess ionali sm and respect .  Total  
resurvey for  the day was  1341.2 fee t .  

Hidden  River Cave:  Dave West  and Karen 
again p lanned  to  turn angles,  measure incl ina-
t ions,  and  sketch in Hidden River  Cave.  Rick 
Toomey acted  as sur face  watch so I  could go 
along to  help .  Having given ourselves more t ime  
this night ,  we f inished  the object ive and  re-
turned to  camp.  Completed and 303.75 fee t  o f 
resurvey.  

Thanks  
Huge thanks to  Rick Hoechste t ter  who 

served as camp manager  and his sous -chef  Mark 
Wison.  We a te  del ic ious  food and were al l  wel l  
fed!  And when they weren ’ t  cooking,  they spent  
hours rep lacing the screens on the bunk room 
doors.  Bravo.  Another  huge  thanks to  John Fei l  
and  Dick Market  for  al l  the work they did 
around  Hamilton Valley.  
In attendance:  

Mary Schuber t  –  EL,  
Rick Hoechstet ter  –  Camp Manager ,  Mark 

Wilson –  sous -chef  
Ash Adkins,  Bob Alderson,  Mike Conover ,  

Tomislav Gracanin,  T im Green,  Bi l l  Koerschner ,  
John Ladd,  Rick Olson,  Tres Seymore,  Matthew 
Shimmel,  Sully Sulivan,  Rick Toomey,  Nate 
Vignes,  Dave West ,  Karen Wilmes,  E lizabeth 
Winkler  

John Fei l ,  Dick Market  –  HV grounds main -
tenance

Inspired by Phi l  Smith ’s  l i felong suppor t  for  
sc ience and his  ear ly inf luence  on the organiza-
t ion of the Cave Research Foundation (CRF),  the  
graduate research grant  program is dedicated in 
his memory.  Each academic year ,  CRF accep ts  
proposa ls  for  graduate s tudent  research in  cave 
and  karst  s tudies lead ing to  e i ther  a  master 's  or  
doctora l  degree.  Proposals may be in  any f ield  
of the ear th ,  na tura l ,  or  soc ial  sciences so long 
as the research addresses top ics rela ted to  caves  
or  kars t .  The award ce il ing is  determined annu-
ally by the  CRF Board of Directors ;  ho wever ,  
typ ical ly,  four  to  six grants are awarded annual -
ly,  ranging from $1 ,000 to  $3,000 each.  Students  
must  be enrolled in  a  degree -granting inst i tu-

t ion,  and preference i s  given to  research d irec t -
ly re lated to  the  s tudent 's  thesis or  d isser ta t ion 
project .  Competi t ion i s  open to  U.S.  and inter -
na tional  inst i tut ions,  but  appl icat ion mater ials  
must  be in Engl ish.  

Submission of Applicat ion:  Applicat ion ma-
ter ials  should  be submit ted e lectronica lly ,  pref-
erably as  a  single Adobe  Reader - type PDF f i le  
to  the  Grant  Commit tee co -Chairs,  Dr.  Pa tr icia  
Kambesis  (pat .ka mbesis@wku.edu )  and Dr.  
Kayla Sapkota ( knsapkota@asub.edu ) ,  by the  
deadl ine.  For  more information on app licat ion 
requirements,  v isi t  https: / /cave -research.org /
grants/   

The Philip M. Smith Graduate Research Grant for Cave and Karst Research 

Deadline: March 1, 2026 

mailto:pat.kambesis@wku.edu
mailto:knsapkota@asub.edu
https://cave-research.org/grants/
https://cave-research.org/grants/
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Nte: All participants must have signed the CRF Joint Venture 
Agree
ment onsite. The JV agreement includes the requirement that the 
participant have hospitalization or accident and health insurance. 
Agreements signed in other operations areas transfer to Eastern 
Operations. At Mammoth Cave, although we are volunteers, we 
are not part of the official NPS Volunteers in the Parks program, 
which covers VIP accidents, rescues, and workers comp. Each 
CRF JV is responsible for their own health and/or accident insur-
ance.  

Presidents’ Day, February 13-16.  Jeff “Spike” Crews,  
cavespyque@gmail.com. 
St. Patrick’s Day, March 13-16.  Dawn Ryan,  
dwn_ryan41@yahoo.com. 
Earth Day, April 17-20. Bruce Hatcher, ukaverman@gmail.com. 
Memorial Day, May 22-25.  Holly McClintock,   
hollymcclintock.caves@gmail.com, and Matt Mezydlo,  
mmezydlo@columbus.rr.com. 
Independence Day, June 26-July 5.  Dave West, 
d270@bellatlantic.net, and Karen Willmes, kver@bellatlantic.net. 
Dog Days, August 7-10.  Mark “Fish” Brooks, 
primcj5@yahoo.com.  
Labor Day, September 4-7 Bob Osburn,  
osburn@levee.wustl.edu. 
Columbus Day, October 9-12.  Mary Schubert, 
choclt3376@gmail.com. 
Thanksgiving, November 25-29.  John DeLong,  
johnrdelong@yahoo.com. 
New Year’s, December 31, 2026-January 3, 2027.  Jenny Tison,  
jenny.tison@gmail.com. 
 
Note: Before attending any expedition, you must contact the expe-
dition leader, preferably two weeks in advance. Participants of 
Mammoth Cave expeditions are required to attend one safety ori-
entation before participating in expedition activities. Safety orien-
tations will be conducted at the beginning of each expedition. New 
CRF members: please be sure to arrive at the expedition in time to 
attend the orientation. 

Ozarks 
Ozarks Operations trips and expeditions take place on a variety of 
government and private lands; the trips are based in a variety of 
locales and may include staying in NPS buildings, campgrounds, 
or even motels. Ozarks trips are held year round, but are often 
scheduled (or cancelled) on short notice due to the vagaries of the 
weather. If interested in attending an Ozarks expedition your first 

stop is the operations manager. However, contact any of the fol-
lowing for information on upcoming trips or check CRF’s website. 

These individuals also lead expeditions, trips or projects: 
Kayla Sapkota (Buffalo National River and Arkansas Natural Her-
itage Commission survey and bioinventory),  
kayla.sapkota@gmail.com.  
Dan Lamping (Missouri Dept. of Conservaton, Pioneer Forest, and 
Ozark Riverways surveys), daniellamping@att.net. 
Tony Schmitt (Pioneer Forest and Ozark Riverways surveys),  
tonymary2601@yahoo.com. 
Matt Beeson (Mark Twain NF in SW MO),  
mattamanda.beeson@gmail.com 
Jon Beard (Mark Twain NF in SW MO) , mokanman@att.net. 
Matt Bumgardner (Mark Twain NF in SW MO), 
shaw95@gmail.com. 
Jim Cooley (Cave gating and Mark Twain NF Irish Wilderness), 
coolstoi@kc.rr.com. 
Craig Williams (Mark Twain NF archaeology) ,  
cwilliams@cairnstl.org. 
Jeff Crews (Mark Twain NF Rolla/Houston area),  
cavespyque@gmail.com. 
Marissa Schorr (Mark Twain NF Rolla/Houston area), 
marisssaschorr96@gmail.com 
Chad McCain (Moore System) chads93gt@hotmail.com. 
Mark Jones (Oklahoma Projects) speleok9@gmail.com. 

California – Lava Beds 
Contact:  John Tinsley, jmstinsl50@aol.com. 
Before participating on any of these expeditions, please contact the 
Operations Area Manager, John Tinsley, at least two weeks before 
the expedition.  Please do not just show up as there may be limits 
on the number of participants we can accommodate. 

California – Lilburn and Sequoia/Kings Canyon 
Some basic rules of engagement for California expeditions:  Con-
tact the expedition leader preferably two weeks ahead of time; 
please don’t spontaneously show up.  We have to deal with head 
count limits, particularly on our Lilburn trips, so we need to know 
who is planning to attend.   
Contact: Jen Hopper, jennifer.hopper@ucr.edu, or Fofo Gonzalez, 
fofo@gzluna.com. 

HSS/CRF Hawai’i Caving - Big Island 

Contact: Pat Kambesis, pat.kambesis@wku.edu. 

Carlsbad Caverns 
Contact for all expeditions:  
William and Tammy Tucker, william.tucker@att.net. 

ADDRESS CORRECTIONS 
If you have changed phone number or e-mail , or 
have moved, please send your information to: 

Phil DiBlasi 
110 S. Campbell St., Unit 204 
Louisville, KY 40206-1863 
pjdiblasi@gmail.com 

THE CRF WEBSITE 
www.cave-research.org 
Contact your operations manager for the user 
id and password for the members-only section 

New Fellows and Cert if icates of  Merit  Award-
ed at  Annual  Meeting  

Each year  a t  the CRF Annual Meeting,  new 
Fel lo ws and Cer t i f ica tes  of Mer it  are  recog-
nized.  In November 2025,  we recognized the fo l -
lowing ind ividuals.  Kudos to  them for  their  hard  
work and dedicat ion.    

Fel lowships:  
Treavor  Bussard,  Jenni fer  El l i s ,  Cheryl  Johnson,  
Andrew Mayer ,  Marissa  Schorr ,  Derek Thomp-
son,  Joe Walko   
Cert if icates of  Merit :  
Char lot te  Boehme,  Shelly Colatskie,  Riannon 
Col ton,  B il l  Copeland,  Kevin Lio w, Chr is t ine 
Saw, Eliezer  Ugar te   

 


