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Presidentds Column
By: Kayla Sapkota
Happy New Year, Friends!

With about one month into the new year, |
hope you've made some great memories already.
I always appreciate the "fresh start" feeling of a
new year. | hope you have some exciting goals
for this year and that they involve things that
you love. | read a quote recently by A.D. Aliwat
that said, iNew year, old you.0 It made me
laugh with its tongue-in-cheek nature, but then |
started thinking how true it is. You're the same
fiyoud as you were in 2025, and thatés why we
like you. Now, letds go visit some caves.

Onward,
Kayla Sapkota, President

Compliance Officer Updates

Candace Kovacs will continue to serve as
CRFb6s Compliance Officer (CO). Candace lives
in Missouri, where she works as a General Man-
ager and spends her free time mapping and mon-
itoring caves. She is passionate about cave re-
search and protecting karst ecosystems.

The CO6s primary responsibility is receiving
and reviewing complaints of ethical or conduct
violations that are unable to be resolved by the
appropriate Operations Manager. The term will
be one year and will be renewed or succeeded
annually at the fall CRF Board meeting. Can-
dace is serving a slightly longer term to get us
on schedule, having started her CO tenure in
April 2025. This is a volunteer position, as are
all officers of CRF.

Basic Procedures: Joint Venturers (JVs)
should first bring complaints of ethical or con-
duct violations directly to the Operations Man-
ager involved. Operations Managers should be
able to resolve the issue to the JV's satisfaction.
If that fails, then the JV can bring the complaint
to the Compliance Officer (CO). If the JV has a
complaint against the Operations Manager and
feels that they candt speak directly to the Opera-
tions Manager, then the JV can bring the com-
plaint directly to the CO, who will gather infor-
mation about the complaint. See CO position
description here: https://www.cave-
research.org/business/index.html. The CO may
be reached at co@cave-research.org.

On the Cover

Salamanders in their egg sacs, from an
Ozark cave. Photo by Kirsten Alvey.
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REGIONAL EXPEDITION REPORTS

Ozark Operations Activities, September-December 2025
By: Scott House, with Kayla Sapkota and others
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Perry County Cooperative Work:

On September 29, 2025, Scott House and
Josh Cooper attended the quarterly Perry County
Water Quality Committee meeting in Perryville,
a useful, grass-roots, consortium of agencies
and organizations. A week later (October 7)
Scott helped lead a Missouri Natural Areas
Committee field trip to examine an expansion of
the Ball Mill Natural Area in Perry County. The
expansion will now include the resurgences for

the Moore Cave System.

MSS/MCKC/CRF Missouri River Expedition:
On October 10 & 11, CRF helped sponsor
meetings of the Missouri Speleological Survey
and Missouri Caves and Karst Conservancy in
Boone County, Missouri. The cave highlights

[¢]

- -5 o
U)E(Dm'_"_)

=~

O~ 7T o =

«Q —

To

d

d

Wegetspecificgdals Rlatedkto r&stonring bat habi-
R tatvardrdeirgg yoad ce@suse wliiefe ahkyohad not
kean dang hefre.reevastthatwhadtndt beenh e
wappedvvaeie mapped while invanitorids ware-
doneh la Rochepprd Cafvee MiekrSattion, ue Ma-
gae, INgthars Guoaw,earid Dhni leolz did kiadogi-
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the nearby Katy Trail State Park, Kohl Mitchell,
Korey Hart, Sylvia Hart and Hank Fosdick mon-
itored 11 caves, six of which were mapped. Oth-
B or RofkE HBIpeld intcdp ®ith larkaBgeénents and
D foddSreparation.

The rest of October into November:

N d NdthArfdurran and Dani Lotz did some work
Oahdeffuhal mohi@ring & IStP LoM2Cbuntyds
5 Heinecke Cave on October 24. The next day and
some considerable distance away, Marissa
L AChoir nAdex Gilshagh, apd Jpsgph Kemp sur-
MEered Erassing Hollow Gagejon MTNF land in
h Rhalps Coupty: Althgugh sRoyn gn ghg oo map
for decades, it had never been mapped. Within
the boundaries of the Ozark National Scenic
Riverways on October 30th, Mark Jones and
Paul McMullen monitored several caves, mostly
U anlL-A-EFhdatiod Mnd RvBHinMte hagk. On
Halloween, Mick Sutton, Sue Hagan, Marissa
Schorr, and Megan Harder monitored Rogers
Cave, MTNF in Phelps County. On November 3,
Mark plus several cave figaterso floated the Cur-
rent River and briefly monitored one important
cave. The next day, the same crew did the same
on several caves along the upper Jacks Fork.
Marissa Schorr and Ben Wolf surveyed Bloom-
ing Rose Cave on MTNF land in Phelps County
on November 8th. On the same day, miles south,
Chad McCain, Garrett Bell, Gunnar Wurst, and
Logan Dowd mapped vertiginous Shannon Coun-
tyds Pendulum Cave in the Ozark Riverways.
This cave is only accessible by rappelling down
a bluff (cliff to you non-Ozarkers) and swinging
into the cave. On November 14, Mike Kovacs,
Jessica Wilson, and Peter Schnegelberger
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ROADSIDE CAVE & ANNEX
MARK TWAIN NATIONAL FOREST
Oregon County, Missouri
ORE-122

Surveyed19 December 2025 by
S. House, C. Spencer, K. Alvey
of

CAVE RESEARCH FOUNDATION
Cartography by Scott House
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(c) 2025 Cave Research Foundation




mapped 150 feet in Shannon Countyds Chrisco
Bank Cave, finishing that project on MDC land.
And on November 22, Kohl Mitchell, Maria Ro-
driguez, Diane Dawson, and Kyle Moore effec-
tively ended the mapping project at Lost Boys
Cave in Hannibal MO by finishing miserable,
tight leads (disclaimer: the entire cave is tight).
The survey length of the cave ended up as a bit
over 6,000 feet.

CRF Annual Meeting, Springfield MO:

Hosted by Ozarks Operation, the meeting
was a big success with the CRF board meeting
on Halloween. This was followed by a gathering
of cavers in a public show-and-tell session on
November 1, with a series of presentations in
the afternoon and banquet that evening. The
next day saw one cave survey trip and a field
trip to nearby Wilsons Creek National Battle-
field.

Martin Cave Gating:

Martin Cave in Shannon County is a major
gray bat hibernaculum with two entrances. Only
one entrance had been gated (20 some years ago)
because thatds where the bats were. Over the
years, additional bats began using the rear en-
trance and the cave became a priority one gray
bat cave. Working with the owners (L-A-D
Foundation) Mark Jones led an effort to build an
upright bar fence-gate around the sinkhole en-
trance. Other participants in the effort
(November 479) included Kirsten Alvey, Emma
Kate Lowe, Shane McCurdey, Rishab Syed, Joe
Williams, and Bradley Williams. The gating
crew was greatly bolstered by four people from
Missouri Department of Conservation and ten
(10!1) from the L-A-D Foundation. This enabled
the project to get done quickly (only three days
of on-site work) despite the extremely remote
location with its inherent difficulty of access.

Big Rock Bluff Cave
SHNZ275

Shannon County, Missouri

Otk National Scenié Riverways
Cartography by Chad McCain

syed by ( Mc 1, Matt Bliss, Kelly Bliss,

or and Isaac Smith

Survey
Dennis Novicky
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Also on the 13th was a bio-monitoring trip
to two caves on MTNF in Ripley County. Mick
Sutton, Sue Hagan, and Chloe Smith (MDC)
made this happen, which resulted in finding
stygobitic amphipods in a shelter cave, a rarity.
And, on the same day somewhat to the north,
Marissa Schorr, Alex Gilsbach, Emily Rounds,
Ben Wolff, Carmen Fort, Danielle Zieleske, and
Patrick Szopinski all mapped three caves while
monitoring them and four other caves, all on
MTNF land in Pulaski County.

December 14th was a work day at the
Winona Work Center, preparing materials for
another gating effort, plus general cleaning and
files work; all accomplished by Mark Jones,
Scott House, Andrew Porter, and Kirsten Alvey.
Part of the effort was re-installing a cave inter-
pretive sign at the Powder Mill Campground
(the old one was trashed by the great flood of
2017). The next day Mark, Kirsten, and Andrew
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all worked on fixing a broken cave gate on Ry-
den Cave, an MDC cave in Phelps County. The
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On December 18th, Mark, Kirsten, and Casie
Spencer monitored two caves in a heavily visit-
ed area of the Ozark Riverways, finding the
road and cave gate secure on one; the bat popu-
lation was low but there were four species of
salamanders present. The other cave had notice-
able graffiti, but the team lacked the supplies to
fix that. Kirsten and Casie returned with Scott
House the next day to clean the graffiti, which
was done with the aid of a rechargeable drill
with brushy, hand brushes, and diluted vinegar.
The team then returned to Winona before head-
ing south to a cave in MTNF but along a high-
way with Missouri Department of Transporta-
tion (MODOT) easement. An adjunct section of
cave was inadvertently blasted open during a
bridge replacement with a display of speleo-
thems diverting driversf attention. The two seg-
ments were mapped and alternatives for preser-
vation were discussed. While all this was going
Dani Lotz and Nathan Curran hiked over hill
and dale to finish mapping one cave, and along
the way, followed up on some old leads and
found several more new caves, two of which
were surveyed T all with the Ozark Riverways
boundaries.

Saturday, December 20th, saw several crews
enter a large stream cave in Shannon County,
within the boundaries of the park but on MDC-
owned land. The purposes of the trip were to do
biological survey in the remote nether reaches
of the cave while also answering cartographic
questions and adding cross-sections. Nathan
Curran, Andrew Mayer, Sabrina Morris, and Da-
ni Lotz made up one crew and, as Nathan de-
scribes:
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The second crew of Spike Crews, Dillon,
Candace Kovacs, Mike Kovacs, Jessica Wilson,
and Marissa did the same in other parts of the
rear portion of the cave. An MDC crew moni-
tored bats in the outer portion of the cave and a
nearby upland cave (lies over the other) which
had a healthy population of Indiana and gray
bats in it.

Also on the 20th, Stefanie Voss, Chase Bar-
ber, Bre Henderson, Casie Spender, Kat Krydyn-
ski, Claire Jackson, and Jessi Schoeneweiss
monitored two MTNF caves, one in Phelps
County, and one in Texas County. The primary
purpose was archaeological monitoring, but they
also did faunal counts as well. One of the sites
has had unfortunate sorts of visitation.

After Christmas break, things started up
again. Mike Kovacs, Candace Kovacs, and Jessi-
ca Wilson monitored two caves on MTNF in
Christian County on the 28th. In Bright Hollow
Blowing Cave they found previously unknown
passage (drat the luck - my map!) as described:
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/1586420377/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZb6riEJPQhRlZq0tbPij1MfKBvUMtMFNIUXJ5mef8Jo0gUva4wLYXcTQRXsn5YjXwkml-ckJKKgFSIwIc7AbJXVawLeGfEiqH2PwRLLDNJ4IoQWIn5LORsdqShf4RPNG3bDAJPPHXGqwTu7_uGHLUSLzQwYL4imSlqwJ3cGTFjnZP0VBb5
https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/61552345712857/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZb6riEJPQhRlZq0tbPij1MfKBvUMtMFNIUXJ5mef8Jo0gUva4wLYXcTQRXsn5YjXwkml-ckJKKgFSIwIc7AbJXVawLeGfEiqH2PwRLLDNJ4IoQWIn5LORsdqShf4RPNG3bDAJPPHXGqwTu7_uGHLUSLzQwYL4imSlqwJ3cGTFjnZP0
https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/100048768529479/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZb6riEJPQhRlZq0tbPij1MfKBvUMtMFNIUXJ5mef8Jo0gUva4wLYXcTQRXsn5YjXwkml-ckJKKgFSIwIc7AbJXVawLeGfEiqH2PwRLLDNJ4IoQWIn5LORsdqShf4RPNG3bDAJPPHXGqwTu7_uGHLUSLzQwYL4imSlqwJ3cGTFjnZP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/100004360875526/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZb6riEJPQhRlZq0tbPij1MfKBvUMtMFNIUXJ5mef8Jo0gUva4wLYXcTQRXsn5YjXwkml-ckJKKgFSIwIc7AbJXVawLeGfEiqH2PwRLLDNJ4IoQWIn5LORsdqShf4RPNG3bDAJPPHXGqwTu7_uGHLUSLzQwYL4imSlqwJ3cGTFjnZP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/1266491997/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZb6riEJPQhRlZq0tbPij1MfKBvUMtMFNIUXJ5mef8Jo0gUva4wLYXcTQRXsn5YjXwkml-ckJKKgFSIwIc7AbJXVawLeGfEiqH2PwRLLDNJ4IoQWIn5LORsdqShf4RPNG3bDAJPPHXGqwTu7_uGHLUSLzQwYL4imSlqwJ3cGTFjnZP0VBb5
https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/100005221153324/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZb6riEJPQhRlZq0tbPij1MfKBvUMtMFNIUXJ5mef8Jo0gUva4wLYXcTQRXsn5YjXwkml-ckJKKgFSIwIc7AbJXVawLeGfEiqH2PwRLLDNJ4IoQWIn5LORsdqShf4RPNG3bDAJPPHXGqwTu7_uGHLUSLzQwYL4imSlqwJ3cGTFjnZP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/100004742828856/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZb6riEJPQhRlZq0tbPij1MfKBvUMtMFNIUXJ5mef8Jo0gUva4wLYXcTQRXsn5YjXwkml-ckJKKgFSIwIc7AbJXVawLeGfEiqH2PwRLLDNJ4IoQWIn5LORsdqShf4RPNG3bDAJPPHXGqwTu7_uGHLUSLzQwYL4imSlqwJ3cGTFjnZP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/100001026872705/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZb6riEJPQhRlZq0tbPij1MfKBvUMtMFNIUXJ5mef8Jo0gUva4wLYXcTQRXsn5YjXwkml-ckJKKgFSIwIc7AbJXVawLeGfEiqH2PwRLLDNJ4IoQWIn5LORsdqShf4RPNG3bDAJPPHXGqwTu7_uGHLUSLzQwYL4imSlqwJ3cGTFjnZP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/100001026872705/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZb6riEJPQhRlZq0tbPij1MfKBvUMtMFNIUXJ5mef8Jo0gUva4wLYXcTQRXsn5YjXwkml-ckJKKgFSIwIc7AbJXVawLeGfEiqH2PwRLLDNJ4IoQWIn5LORsdqShf4RPNG3bDAJPPHXGqwTu7_uGHLUSLzQwYL4imSlqwJ3cGTFjnZP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/100000240060565/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZb6riEJPQhRlZq0tbPij1MfKBvUMtMFNIUXJ5mef8Jo0gUva4wLYXcTQRXsn5YjXwkml-ckJKKgFSIwIc7AbJXVawLeGfEiqH2PwRLLDNJ4IoQWIn5LORsdqShf4RPNG3bDAJPPHXGqwTu7_uGHLUSLzQwYL4imSlqwJ3cGTFjnZP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/100001514154163/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZb6riEJPQhRlZq0tbPij1MfKBvUMtMFNIUXJ5mef8Jo0gUva4wLYXcTQRXsn5YjXwkml-ckJKKgFSIwIc7AbJXVawLeGfEiqH2PwRLLDNJ4IoQWIn5LORsdqShf4RPNG3bDAJPPHXGqwTu7_uGHLUSLzQwYL4imSlqwJ3cGTFjnZP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/100001514154163/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZb6riEJPQhRlZq0tbPij1MfKBvUMtMFNIUXJ5mef8Jo0gUva4wLYXcTQRXsn5YjXwkml-ckJKKgFSIwIc7AbJXVawLeGfEiqH2PwRLLDNJ4IoQWIn5LORsdqShf4RPNG3bDAJPPHXGqwTu7_uGHLUSLzQwYL4imSlqwJ3cGTFjnZP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/100001721151803/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZb6riEJPQhRlZq0tbPij1MfKBvUMtMFNIUXJ5mef8Jo0gUva4wLYXcTQRXsn5YjXwkml-ckJKKgFSIwIc7AbJXVawLeGfEiqH2PwRLLDNJ4IoQWIn5LORsdqShf4RPNG3bDAJPPHXGqwTu7_uGHLUSLzQwYL4imSlqwJ3cGTFjnZP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/621799715/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZb6riEJPQhRlZq0tbPij1MfKBvUMtMFNIUXJ5mef8Jo0gUva4wLYXcTQRXsn5YjXwkml-ckJKKgFSIwIc7AbJXVawLeGfEiqH2PwRLLDNJ4IoQWIn5LORsdqShf4RPNG3bDAJPPHXGqwTu7_uGHLUSLzQwYL4imSlqwJ3cGTFjnZP0VBb5W






https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/100083170177374/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZb6riEJPQhRlZq0tbPij1MfKBvUMtMFNIUXJ5mef8Jo0gUva4wLYXcTQRXsn5YjXwkml-ckJKKgFSIwIc7AbJXVawLeGfEiqH2PwRLLDNJ4IoQWIn5LORsdqShf4RPNG3bDAJPPHXGqwTu7_uGHLUSLzQwYL4imSlqwJ3cGTFjnZP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/100083170177374/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZb6riEJPQhRlZq0tbPij1MfKBvUMtMFNIUXJ5mef8Jo0gUva4wLYXcTQRXsn5YjXwkml-ckJKKgFSIwIc7AbJXVawLeGfEiqH2PwRLLDNJ4IoQWIn5LORsdqShf4RPNG3bDAJPPHXGqwTu7_uGHLUSLzQwYL4imSlqwJ3cGTFjnZP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/100013993177074/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZb6riEJPQhRlZq0tbPij1MfKBvUMtMFNIUXJ5mef8Jo0gUva4wLYXcTQRXsn5YjXwkml-ckJKKgFSIwIc7AbJXVawLeGfEiqH2PwRLLDNJ4IoQWIn5LORsdqShf4RPNG3bDAJPPHXGqwTu7_uGHLUSLzQwYL4imSlqwJ3cGTFjnZP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/100000240060565/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYnfznF3A6zCO78VJQ5tMsZrAZMRfHzv9COzICeX2KxILf7ebeYIo-jNRbBa6osAT85SGqhB7B7KoUoefBgbmPVHsggmMVkobHgPaoaDD6WFv37vdQKMEniXg48VIGPp1U5c2MN2z5OgSde5UomNOzET4TPrEFQaQ_BUbZlKYP-Um
https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/100001721151803/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYnfznF3A6zCO78VJQ5tMsZrAZMRfHzv9COzICeX2KxILf7ebeYIo-jNRbBa6osAT85SGqhB7B7KoUoefBgbmPVHsggmMVkobHgPaoaDD6WFv37vdQKMEniXg48VIGPp1U5c2MN2z5OgSde5UomNOzET4TPrEFQaQ_BUbZlKYP-Um
https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/100001721151803/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYnfznF3A6zCO78VJQ5tMsZrAZMRfHzv9COzICeX2KxILf7ebeYIo-jNRbBa6osAT85SGqhB7B7KoUoefBgbmPVHsggmMVkobHgPaoaDD6WFv37vdQKMEniXg48VIGPp1U5c2MN2z5OgSde5UomNOzET4TPrEFQaQ_BUbZlKYP-Um
https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/100001026872705/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYnfznF3A6zCO78VJQ5tMsZrAZMRfHzv9COzICeX2KxILf7ebeYIo-jNRbBa6osAT85SGqhB7B7KoUoefBgbmPVHsggmMVkobHgPaoaDD6WFv37vdQKMEniXg48VIGPp1U5c2MN2z5OgSde5UomNOzET4TPrEFQaQ_BUbZlKYP-Um
https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/100083170177374/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYnfznF3A6zCO78VJQ5tMsZrAZMRfHzv9COzICeX2KxILf7ebeYIo-jNRbBa6osAT85SGqhB7B7KoUoefBgbmPVHsggmMVkobHgPaoaDD6WFv37vdQKMEniXg48VIGPp1U5c2MN2z5OgSde5UomNOzET4TPrEFQaQ_BUbZlKYP-Um
https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/526936152/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYnfznF3A6zCO78VJQ5tMsZrAZMRfHzv9COzICeX2KxILf7ebeYIo-jNRbBa6osAT85SGqhB7B7KoUoefBgbmPVHsggmMVkobHgPaoaDD6WFv37vdQKMEniXg48VIGPp1U5c2MN2z5OgSde5UomNOzET4TPrEFQaQ_BUbZlKYP-UmJKho40
https://www.facebook.com/groups/156086291582026/user/526936152/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYnfznF3A6zCO78VJQ5tMsZrAZMRfHzv9COzICeX2KxILf7ebeYIo-jNRbBa6osAT85SGqhB7B7KoUoefBgbmPVHsggmMVkobHgPaoaDD6WFv37vdQKMEniXg48VIGPp1U5c2MN2z5OgSde5UomNOzET4TPrEFQaQ_BUbZlKYP-UmJKho40
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