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Salamanders  in the ir  egg sacs ,  from an 

Ozark cave .  Photo by Kirsten Alvey.   

Presidentôs Column 

By: Kayla Sapkota 

Happy New Year ,  Fr iends!  

With about one  month into  the  new year ,  I  
hope  you 've made some great  memor ies a lready.  
I  a lways  appreciate  the " fresh star t"  fee l ing of  a  
new year .  I  hope you have some exci t ing goals 
for  this  year  and tha t  they involve things that  
you love.  I  read  a quote recently by A.D. Aliwat  
that  said ,  ñNew year ,  o ld  you. ò  I t  made me 
laugh with  i ts  tongue - in -cheek nature ,  but  then I  
star ted  thinking ho w t rue i t  i s .  You're  the same 
ñyouò as you were in 2025,  and that ôs why we 
l ike you.   Now, le t ôs go vis i t  some caves.  

 

Onward ,  
Kayla Sapkota,  President  

Compliance Officer Updates 

Candace Kovacs  wi l l  cont inue to  serve as 
CRF ôs  Co mpl iance Off icer  (CO).   Candace l ives 
in  Missour i ,  where she works  as a  General  Man-
ager  and spends her  free  t ime mapping and mon-
i tor ing caves .   She is  passiona te  about  cave re -
search and protect ing karst  ecosystems.  

The CO ôs pr imary responsib il i ty i s  receiving 
and  reviewing compla ints o f ethica l  or  conduct  
vio la t ions tha t  are  unable to  be  resolved by the 
appropria te  Operat ions Manager .  The  term wi l l  
be one year  and wi l l  be renewed or  succeeded  
annual ly a t  the fa l l  CRF Board meeting.   Can-
dace is  serving a sl ight ly longer  term to  ge t  us 
on schedule ,  having star ted her  CO tenure  in 
Apri l  2025.   This i s  a  vo lunteer  posi t ion,  as are  
al l  o ff icers o f CRF.  

  
Basic Procedures:  Joint  Venturers (JVs)  

should f ir st  br ing complaints o f  ethica l  or  con-
duct  vio la t ions d irec t ly to  the  Operat ions Man-
ager  invo lved.  Operat ions Managers should be 
able to  reso lve the issue  to  the JV 's sa t i s fact ion.  
I f  tha t  fa i l s ,  then the JV can br ing the compla int  
to  the  Compl iance Off icer  (CO).   I f  the JV has a  
compla int  aga ins t  the Operat ions  Manager  and 
feels that  they can ô t  speak direct ly to  the  Opera-
t ions Manager ,  then the JV can br ing the co m-
plaint  di rec t ly to  the CO, who wi l l  gather  infor -
mation about  the  compla int .  See CO posit ion 
descr ipt ion here:  https: / /www.cave -
research.org/business / index.html .  The CO may 
be reached a t  co@cave -research.org .  
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New agreements with the National Park Service 
(Ozark National Scenic Riverways & Buffalo 
National River) plus a new agreement with the 
U.S. Forest Service (Mark Twain National For-
est) spurred work except that the federal gov-
ernment shutdown immediately slowed field ac-
tivities. However, a great deal has been done in 
a series of day trips, weekend trips, and lengthy 
ñexpeditions.ò Some of the folks we work with 
include: 

Ozark Nat ional Scenic Riverways  
(ONSR or more properly OZAR): CRF Ozarks 
works with the Ozark National Scenic Riverways 
(NPS) under a cooperative cave management 
agreement. Trips usually originate from the 
NPS/USFS shared field office at Winona. 

Mark Twain National Forest  (MTNF):   
CRF work on Mark Twain National Forest (U.S. 
Forest Service) is performed through a coopera-
tive agreement covering inventory, survey, mon-
itoring, and gating.  

Missouri Dept.  of  Transportation (MODOT):  
CRF and MSS work under a permit to collect 
survey data on MODoT rights-of-way.  

L -A -D FOUNDATION:  
CRF works with L-A-D Foundation and their 
wholly-owned arm, Pioneer Forest, to help man-
age caves on their lands. 

Missouri Department  of  Conservation (MDC):  
CRF and MSS work under unfunded permits to 
collect survey data on MDC lands. Ancillary 
support comes from CRF and cooperating feder-
al agencies. 

Missouri Department  of  Natural  Resources ï  
State Parks (DSP):  
CRF works under individual research permits. 
 
Perry County  Cooperat ive Work:   

On September  29,  2025,  Sco tt  House and  
Josh Cooper  at tended the quarter ly Perry County 
Water  Quali ty Commit tee meeting in Perryvi l le ,  
a  useful ,  grass - roots,  consort ium of agencies 
and  organiza tions.  A week la ter  (October  7)  
Sco tt  he lped lead a Missour i  Natura l  Areas 
Commit tee  fie ld  tr ip  to  examine an expansion of  
the Ball  Mi ll  Natura l  Area in Perry County.  The 
expansion wi l l  no w include  the resurgences for  
the Moore Cave System.  

MSS/MCKC/CRF Missouri  River Expedit ion:   
On October  10 & 11,  CRF helped sponsor  

meet ings o f the Missour i  Speleo logica l  Survey 
and  Missour i  Caves and Karst  Conservancy in 
Boone County,  Missouri .  The cave highl ights 

were speci f ic  goals rela ted to  res tor ing bat  habi -
tat  and doing bat  censuses where they had no t  
been done before.  Caves  that  had no t  been 
mapped were mapped whi le  inventor ies  were 
done .  In Rocheport  Cave,  Mick Sut ton,  Sue Ha-
gan,  Nathan Curran,  and  Dani Lotz did  bio logi -
cal  survey focusing on inver tebrate  l i fe  whi le  
also a t tempt ing to  get  numbers  on the vast  num-
ber  o f gray bats st i l l  hanging about  from thei r  
summer  roost .  The res to rat ion crew ( includ ing 
Dan Lamping,  Bob Lerch,  Mar tin Carmichael ,  
Shawn Will iams,  Kyle Mann,  Rita  Worden,  An-
thony Orazio ,  Ben Wolf,  Josh Whi te,  Sp ike 
Crews,  Mat thew Chasen,  Lorin O ôDanie ll ,  Mike 
Slay,  Emily Rounds,  Phi l  Heavrin ,  Preston 
Hunter ,  and more)  worked for  hours removing 
physical  remnants o f the  cave ôs br ie f commer-
cia l  his tory.  Out went  a  mountain o f wir ing,  rot -
ten walkways,  t imbers,  e tc .  which were inglor i -
ously p i led up for  the Missour i  Depar tment  o f 
Conserva tion to  remove at  their  le i sure.  Along 
the nearby Katy Tra il  State  Park,  Kohl Mitchel l ,  
Korey Har t ,  Sylvia Hart  and  Hank Fosdick mon-
i tored  11 caves ,  s ix o f  which were mapped.  Oth-
er  folks he lped in camp wi th arrangements and 
food prepara t ion.  

The rest  of  October into November:   
Nathan Curran and Dani  Lotz d id some work 

and  faunal  monitor ing in St .  Louis County ôs  
Heinecke Cave on October  24.  The  next  day and  
some considerable distance away,  Mar issa 
Schorr ,  Alex Gi lsbach,  and Joseph Kemp sur -
veyed Cross ing Hol low Cave on MTNF land in  
Phelps County.  Al though shown on the topo map 
for  decades ,  i t  had never  been mapped.  Within 
the boundar ies o f the Ozark National  Scenic 
Riverways on October  30th,  Mark Jones and 
Paul McMullen monito red severa l  caves,  most ly  
on L -A-D Foundat ion land wi thin the park.  On 
Hal loween,  Mick Sutton,  Sue  Hagan,  Marissa 
Schorr ,  and Megan Harder  moni tored Rogers  
Cave,  MTNF in Phelps County.  On November 3 ,  
Mark p lus severa l  cave ñgatersò floated the Cur-
rent  River  and  br ie f ly moni tored  one important  
cave.  The next  day,  the same crew d id the same 
on several  caves  along the upper  Jacks Fork.  
Marissa Schor r  and Ben Wolf surveyed Bloom-
ing Rose Cave  on MTNF land in Phelps County 
on November 8th.  On the same day,  mi les south,  
Chad McCain,  Garret t  Bell ,  Gunnar  Wurst ,  and 
Logan Do wd mapped ver t iginous  Shannon Coun-
tyôs  Pendulum Cave in the Ozark Riverways.  
This cave i s  only access ible  by rappell ing do wn 
a bluff (cl i f f  to  you non -Ozarkers)  and swinging 
into  the cave.  On November 14,  Mike  Kovacs ,  
Jessica Wilson,  and  Peter  Schnegelberger  

Ozark Operations Activities, September-December 2025 

By: Scott House, with Kayla Sapkota and others 

REGIONAL EXPEDITION REPORTS 
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mapped 150 feet  in Shannon County ôs  Chrisco 
Bank Cave,  f inishing that  projec t  on MDC land.  
And on November 22 ,  Kohl  Mitchel l ,  Maria Ro-
driguez,  Diane Dawson,  and  Kyle Moore effec-
t ive ly ended the mapping projec t  a t  Lost  Boys  
Cave in Hanniba l  MO by f inishing miserable,  
t ight  leads (disc la imer :  the entire  cave is  t ight) .  
The survey length of the  cave ended up as  a  b i t  
over  6 ,000 feet .  

CRF Annual Meeting,  Springfield MO:   
Hosted by Ozarks  Opera tion,  the meeting 

was  a  b ig success wi th the CRF board meet ing 
on Hallo ween.  This was fo l lo wed by a ga ther ing 
of cavers in a  public  show -and - te l l  session on 
November  1 ,  wi th  a  ser ies o f  presentat ions in 
the a f ternoon and  banquet  that  evening.  The 
next  day saw one cave survey tr ip  and a field  
tr ip  to  nearby Wilsons Creek Nat ional  Bat t le -
f ield .  

Martin Cave Gat ing:   
Mart in Cave in Shannon County i s  a  major  

gray bat  hibernaculum with two entrances.  Only 
one  entrance  had been gated (20  so me years ago)  
because tha t ôs  where the  bats were.  Over  the  
years,  add it ional  bats began us ing the rear  en-
trance and the cave became a pr ior i ty one gray 
bat  cave.  Working wi th the o wners (L -A -D 
Foundation)  Mark Jones  led an effor t  to  bui ld  an 
upr ight  bar  fence -gate a round the s inkhole  en-
trance.  Other  par t ic ipants in  the  e ffor t  
(November 4ï9)  included Kirs ten Alvey,  Emma 
Kate Lo we,  Shane McCurdey,  Rishab Syed ,  Joe 
Will iams,  and Brad ley Will iams.  The gat ing 
crew was great ly bo ls tered by four  people f rom 
Missouri  Depar tment o f Conserva tion and ten 
(10!)  f rom the L -A -D Foundation.  This enabled 
the projec t  to  get  done quickly (only three  days  
of on -s i te  work)  despi te  the extremely remote 
loca tion wi th i t s  inherent  di ff iculty o f  access .  
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The rest  o f the days  were involved in  prepping 
for  the e ffor t ,  loading equipment ,  moving equip-
ment,  se t t ing up camp,  then revers ing the pro-
cess,  ending up wi th equipment  maintenance  and  
cleaning.  

The December Expedit ion:   
Okay,  this is  a  misno mer.  While  there was 

one  scheduled expedi t ion to  Winona,  the res t  o f 
the month was  so  busy tha t  i t  a l l  agglo mera ted 
into  one  cont inuous operat ion,  spanning the en-
t ire  month.  This is  how things happen in the 
Ozarks ï  making the  most  o f  the ava ilabi l i ty o f 
people and near ly -decent weather  to  get  a  lot  
done  wi th the coopera tion of our  par tners,  the 
state  and federa l  agencies.  

So,  f irs t  up was the annual  t r ip  to  Mary 
Lawson Cave,  on MDC land  in Laclede County,  
organized by projec t  leader  Matt  Beeson.  Here  
is  the narra t ive from Matt :   

Everyone met in the parking lot at 8 am. 
When everyone was ready we headed down to 
the cave.  We did not have any problems unlock-
ing the cave gate. I had brought some WD40 and 
oiled the lock. The three members from MDC 
were going to start their bio-survey from the 
entry, but I did take Kyle with me and showed 
him where the Indianaôs are usually found un-
der the ledge over the stream. It looked like 
several were present. 
Kyle returned back to the entrance and the 

rest of us headed for Heartbeat Hole. After 
some effort to get all the packs and cavers 
through Heartbeat Hole we continued on into 
the cave down Bear Passage.  At station C19 the 
teams split up with Mike Kovacs team continu-
ing on down Bear Passage and down into the 
lower levels to station G1.  The hope for the day 
was that we would end up connecting in Sur-
prise passage. Back at station C19 the two other 
teams turned right into Surprise passage and 
began the slow trip to the end at station C72. 

After more than an hour we arrived at sta-
tion C72. The plan was for Kohlôs team to begin 
mapping at C72 and Mattôs team to go up ahead 
a little ways and begin mapping there. Right 
around the corner was a tight squeeze up an in-
cline with sticky clay.  I made it through and 
Nathan began working on getting through.  He 
was having some difficulty so while him and 
Zach worked on getting through I decided to 
look ahead to see what we had.  After continu-
ing for another 100 feet and going through an-
other low squeeze I came to a small room and 
thought I saw a survey station across the room.  
I made my way over there and sure enough it 
was station G1. The passages did connect!!  Not 
seeing the other team I decided to continue on 
to make sure they hadnôt gotten lost and eventu-
ally ran into Candace.  They had made a wrong 
turn, but eventually figured out the right direc-
tion. 
Their team began surveying at G1 and I re-

turned to check on the progress of Zach and Na-
than.  Zach had made it through, but Nathan 
had not.  We tried one more time with me help-
ing but the clay was too tacky for him to slide 
and it was a little tight.  So he stayed where he 
was and Zach and I went ahead and did some 
mapping and made the tie to the Kovacs team at 
station G8.  Kohlôs team was able to get 
through the tight squeeze and they surveyed to-
ward us and we tied in at station Q5.  We then 
made the plan for all the teams to head out to-
gether in Surprise passage but Mike Kovacs was 
not able to get through the squeeze at station 
Q1.  So their team headed back the way they 
came and the two other teams headed back the 
way they came.  We met back up at station C19 
where we had parted ways that morning. We 
slowly made our way through Heartbeat Hole 
and exited the cave.  Everyone was covered 
head to foot with the sticky red clay and pic-
tures were taken at the entrance and back up at 
the parking lot to remember this very tiring 

Left :  CRF public event at Springfield Conservtion Nature Center. Right:  CRF awardees at the annu-
al meeting. Left to right: Andrew Mayer, Derek Thompson, Treavor Bussard, Marissa Schorr, Jenn 
Ellis, Cheryl Johnson, Eliezer Ugarte, and Riannon Colton. Photos by Scott House. 



7  

 

trip.  The lower levels of Bear passage and Sur-
prise passage are miserable: lots of low crawl-
ing over sticky red clay. Technically we still 
had time to finish those two small leads in Bat 
passage, but we were exhausted.  All we wanted 
to do was get out of the cave. Mapping teams 
were: Matt Beeson, Nathan Burton, and Zachary 
Burton; Kohl Mitchell, Maria Rodriguez, and 
Jack Rufener; Mike Kovacs, Candace Kovacs, 
and Jessica Wilson. 

Next  up was a  t r ip  (December 9)  to  Lake of 
the Ozarks State  Park,  led by J im Cooley ass is t -
ed by Peter  Schnegelberger  and Di l lon Bond.  
Using a boat  ( too small  of a  vessel  complete 
wi th  a  reluc tant  engine)  they managed to  f inish 
three cave  maps.  Al l  o f these are on dro wned 
bluffs  and a  boat  i s  a  necess i ty.  Two more 
planned days  were cance lled o wing to  dropping 
temps and higher  winds.  Brrr .   

On December 12 began the regular ly sched-
uled Lo wer Ozarks  (ONSR and MTNF) expedi -
t ion.  Mark Jones and Kirsten Alvey f inished one  
cave map in the Paddy Creek Wilderness 
(MTNF Texas County)  whi le  monitor ing two 
others nearby.  They then hiked out  and drove to  
ano ther  MTNF cave  which they also monitored.  
The next  day Mark and Kirsten monitored  s ix 
caves on the upper  Jacks Fork River  o f the 
Ozark Riverways;  sadly,  bats were no -sho ws but  
one  shor t  cave had  s ix cave salamanders .  Mean-
whi le ,  some distance away,  Kohl Mitchel l ,  Jack 
Rugener ,  and  Jerel  Waters backpacked into  the 
wi lds and continued mapping the  Marvel  ï  Blai r  
Creek System.  Kohl tel l s  the story of  their  two -
day effor t :   

Jack, Jerel, and I  arrived at the Little Blair 
Creek Ozark Trail parking lot at around 8:30 
and started hiking along first the OT, then un-
marked forest roads, and then a bushwhack 
down into Marvel Cave Hollow, finally arriving 
at the cave at about 10:30. We spent about an 
hour setting up camp before making our way 
down into the Marvel Room. On this trip, we 
rigged a hand line to navigate the sketchy climb 
between the first and second levels of the room, 
making this maneuver much safer. We then 
climbed down the chimney to the bottom level of 
the Marvel Room, where on top of a large, 
heavily eroded flowstone mound just to the 
right of the chimney is the entrance to the Con-
nection Passage, which leads to the Blair Creek 
Cave entrance.  
Our goal on this trip was to survey the en-

tire passage, connecting to the survey Maria, 
Caleb, and I had done in Blair Creek Cave a 
year before. Several solitary bats were noted as 
we navigated the Marvel Room, though no mas-
sive clusters like those present in June were 
seen. The Connection Passage begins with two 
significant rooms, separated only by a curtain 
of formations that would be the highlight of 
most other caves - about 20 feet across, 8 to 10 

feet high, and festooned with formations 
throughout. Several side passages branch off 
from these rooms, which we noted for the next 
dayôs survey. Just past these rooms, however, 
passage quickly shrinks and reaches a tight 
(approximately nine inch) squeeze that Jerel 
was just barely able to bypass. We were amused 
to see a piece of flagging tape, presumably left 
by the abortive survey project in this cave in 
the early 2000s, fluttering madly in the wind 
(which was present throughout this passage) 
just outside of this squeeze.  
Past this point, the passage maintains at 

about one foot high and sloping rather steeply 
downwards for about 30 feet until it opens back 
up into a complex series of multiple levels of 
overhanging ledges and canyons, still liberally 
decorated with formations, that provided some 
of the most challenging sketching Iôve ever had 
to do. Several side meanders from this area will 
need survey in the future. The route gradually 
lowers to the base level of these canyons, where 
we reached the first intersection with the active 
cave stream at station C22, which crosses the 
main route perpendicularly, with rather grim 
but still navigable (therefore needing survey) 
water passage continuing in both directions.  
Past the stream intersection, the route again 

becomes rather tight and we had to navigate a 
few squeezes as the passage doubled back and 
looped over itself in an area that took some 
careful navigation and study of the 1966 map. 
Around station C35, where passage again began 
trending back to the west, the cave again be-
came rather large with some quite impressive 
formations, particularly in an upper cutaround 
beginning around station C40, that we left for 
future survey. Portions of the passage in this 
area again became quite complex and canyony, 
though not as difficult to sketch as the mazy 
meanders in the C20s. By the time we reached 
an area of tight, sharp turns that we had to 
navigate in the bottom of the canyon around 
station C53, team morale was beginning to col-
lapse, as it was nearly 9 PM, and none of us 
had eaten a proper meal all day. The promised 
connection was nowhere in sight. However, we 
finally met up with the stream again at station 
C58, meaning that we truly were about to reach 
the 13-foot waterfall that Blair Creek survey 
terminated at.  
Unfortunately, when we reached a one foot 

high crawlway across a flowstone slope, Jerel 
reported from the lead that several large clus-
ters of bats were just ahead of us, and continu-
ing through the rather small passage would in-
evitably disturb them. After scoping it out my-
self, I determined that we couldnôt continue and 
we had to turn back an estimated 80-100 feet 
short of the connection. We made it back up to 
camp at about midnight, where we got a decent 
nightôs sleep and returned to survey around 9 in 
the morning. We worked on side leads in the 
two rooms at the beginning of Connection Pas-
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sage, starting with the B-survey at a pit just 
past the entrance of the passage. This ended up 
being a surprisingly complex passage that 
branched off itself at a couple of points and ul-
timately circled back into the Marvel Room via 
a quite nasty formation squeeze, re-entering 
just above the water crawl. We then investigat-
ed a lower crawlway leading off from the B-
survey into a maze of low belly crawl meanders, 
setting a couple of stations to make it easier for 
future parties to begin in what we called the L-
survey. Next, we entered an upper lead from 
this passage, which turned out to be yet another 
cutaround leading into the Marvel Room, this 
time near the entrance to Connection Passage. 
After this, we climbed down into a nine foot 
deep pit in the second room in the Connection 
Passage, from which a meander led in two dif-
ferent directions. We began by setting a couple 
of stations going to the left as the A-survey, 
then by setting two more going to the right as 
the T-survey.  
Our final objective in this area was to check 

out the last lead in the entry rooms, a small pit 
just below station C3. This ended up dropping 
into a tight meander that looped back around 
and ultimately led us right back to the A-
survey, which we tied back into and thus fin-
ished off these two leads. In this area of the 
cave, the L-survey and the T-survey are the only 
leads remaining. With a few minutes left before 
our designated departure time of 3 PM, I decid-
ed to take a couple of shots down the water 
crawl in the base of the Marvel Room (ignoring 
the barely concealed groans of my teammates) 
to make it easier for the next team who would 
survey in this area to get started. With that, we 
began climbing back up out of the cave, and 
since weôd packed up camp in the morning, we 
were able to make good time on the hike out and 
ended up back at the vehicles around 4:45 PM. 

Also on the 13 th was  a  bio -moni tor ing tr ip  
to  two caves on MTNF in Ripley County.  Mick 
Sut ton,  Sue Hagan,  and Chloe Smith (MDC) 
made this happen,  which resulted in f ind ing 
stygobit ic  amphipods in a  shel ter  cave,  a  rar i ty.  
And,  on the same day somewhat to  the  north,  
Marissa Schor r ,  Alex Gi lsbach,  Emily Rounds,  
Ben Wolff,  Carmen For t ,  Daniel le  Zieleske ,  and 
Patr ick Szopinski  al l  mapped three caves whi le  
monitor ing them and  four  other  caves,  a l l  on 
MTNF land in Pulaski  County.  

December 14 th was  a  work day a t  the 
Winona Work Center ,  preparing mater ials  for  
ano ther  gat ing effor t ,  p lus general  cleaning and 
f i les work;  al l  accomplished by Mark Jones,  
Sco tt  House,  Andrew Porter ,  and Kirsten Alvey.  
Par t  o f the e ffor t  was re - ins ta l l ing a  cave inter -
pret ive sign at  the Powder  Mill  Campground 
( the o ld one was trashed  by the grea t  flood of  
2017) .  The next  day Mark,  Kirs ten,  and Andrew 
all  worked  on fixing a b roken cave ga te on Ry-
den Cave,  an MDC cave in  Phelps County.  The  

effor t  was made eas ier  by uti l iz ing CRF ôs  bat -
tery -operated welder ,  which has been of enor -
mous benefi t .  The day was completed  by a MDC
-CRF bio - inventory of the cave  which ne tted:  
nineteen p ipistrel les or  t r i -colored ba ts 
(Perimyotis subflavus),  s ix b ig bro wn ba ts 
(Eptesicus fuscus),  f ive  dark -sided sa lamanders 
(Eurycea longicauda melanopleura),  a  long -
ta i led sa lamander (Eurycea longicauda longi-
cauda),  twenty larval  and four  hatchl ing sala -
manders (Eurycea sp.),  s ix p ickerel  frogs 
(Lithobates palustris),  s ixty - four  cave  i sopods,  
an aquatic  cave amphipod (Crangonyx forbesi),  
an unidenti f ied snake,  and a var iety o f bee tles. 
The crew got back to  Winona  for  a  b ig supper  
and  cleanup work.  

On the next  day,  the 16 th,  Sco tt  House,  
Mick Sutton,  Sue  Hagan,  Mark Jones,  and 
Kirsten Alvey tackled an area o f  MTNF in 
southern Shannon County a long the ap tly -named 
Hurr icane Creek ( i t  only f lows when i t  f loods) .  
Nine  caves were bio -mo ni tored ,  includ ing one 
new cave,  and two were mapped by Mark and 
Kirsten.  On the 17th,  Mark and Kirsten,  a ided 
by the talented Chloe Smith o f  MDC, began a 
survey of  a  pr iva tely o wned  cave  severa l  mi les  
ñdo wnstreamò on the  dry Hurr icane  Creek.  Mark 
descr ibes the tr ip :   

With an unknown water level, we decided to 
wear wetsuits for this survey.  A short hike 
brought us to Hurricane Creek and soon after to 
the climb up to the belly-crawl entrance at the 
base of the bluff.  Today Kirsten was on point 
setting stations and shooting backsights, with 
Chloe taking foresights and me on book.  A dry, 
leafy twenty-foot crawl gradually transitioned 
to a cobbly twenty-foot-crawl to a huge flow-
stone mound.  Christened ñThe Turtle Shellò, 
this formation offered two options, a two-foot-
high crawl over the top or a low, cherty belly-
crawl underneath.  We opted for the first route. 
A four-foot drop on the other side opened into 
stoop-walking passage with a wall of collapsed 
breakdown to the west and a wall of flowstone 
to the east and soda straws dotting the ceiling 
in-between.  An inaccessible drain along the 
east wall cut under the main passage to a 
spring at the base of the bluff to the west.  For 
the remainder of the survey we would be wading 

Next page,  clockwise  from upper left:  Claty 
Barnett, Monique Dinsmore, Kayla Sapkota, and 
Aaron Thompon in a mine. Photo by Claty Bar-
nett; The massive entrance of Rocheport Cave. 
Photo by Dan Lamping; Cavers restore cave 
habitat in Rocheport Cave, Boone County, MO. 
Photo by Dan Lamping; Herman the dashboard 
bat finds a temporary roost. Photo by Kirsten 
Alvey; Lining up for an ear-wash in an Ozark 
cave. Photo by Mike Kovacs; Aaron Thompson, 
Treavor Bussard, Claty Barnett, Kayla Sapkota, 
and Mike Slay in Slippery Hollow Natural Area. 
Photo by Claty Barnett. 
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in a mixture of shallow water and red unctuous 
clay.  While few formations were found along 
the west wall, the ceiling and east wall were 
covered in a variety of speleothems.  For the 
first 150 feet the cave trended southerly but at 
that point it turned left (east) 180Á to the north.  
40 feet later it cut 90Á east for the next 50 feet 
to another 90Á turn, this time to the south.  The 
passage continued in that direction for 60 feet 
before once again taking a sharp turn to the 
east.  Covered in sticky mud with a long crawl-
way ahead we tied off at an easily identifiable 
stalagmite.  During the 365.5 feet of survey, we 
inventoried a nice selection of formations in-
cluding stalactites, soda straws, drapery, helic-
tites, stalactiflats, rimstone dams, stalagmites 
and columns, to name a few.  Three well-
decorated domerooms were included in the map. 

On December 18th,  Mark,  Kirs ten,  and Casie 
Spencer  monitored  two caves in  a  heavi ly vis i t -
ed area o f the Ozark Riverways,  f inding the  
road and cave gate  secure on one;  the  bat  popu-
lat ion was  lo w but  there  were  four  spec ies o f 
sa lamanders present .  The other  cave had no tice-
able graffi t i ,  but  the team lacked the suppl ies to  
f ix that .  Kirs ten and Casie re turned wi th Sco tt  
House the next  day to  c lean the graff i t i ,  which 
was  done wi th the a id  o f  a  rechargeab le d r i l l  
wi th  brushy,  hand brushes,  and di luted vinegar .  
The team then returned to  Winona before head-
ing south to  a  cave in MTNF but along a high-
way wi th Missour i  Department o f Transpor ta -
t ion (MODOT) easement .  An adjunct  sec tion of  
cave was inadver tent ly blasted  open dur ing a 
br idge rep lacement wi th  a  display of spe leo-
thems diver t ing dr ivers ô  attent ion.  The two seg-
ments were mapped and al terna tives for  preser -
va tion were discussed .  Whi le  al l  th is  was  going 
Dani  Lotz and Nathan Curran hiked  over  hi l l  
and  dale to  f inish mapping one cave,  and along 
the way,  fo l lo wed up on some old leads and 
found severa l  more  new caves,  two of  which 
were surveyed ï  al l  wi th  the Ozark Riverways 
boundar ies.  

Saturday,  December 20 th,  saw several  crews 
enter  a  large s tream cave in Shannon County,  
wi thin the boundaries o f  the park but  on MDC -
owned land.  The purposes o f  the  tr ip  were to  do  
biologica l  survey in the remote  nether  reaches 
of the cave whi le  also answering car tographic 
questions and  adding cross -sec tions.  Nathan 
Curran,  Andrew Mayer ,  Sabr ina Morris ,  and Da-
ni  Lotz made up one  crew and,  as  Nathan de-
scr ibes:   

Were tasked with doing map quality control 
and a bio inventory of Flat Canyon and Tera-
byte Hall in the far reaches of the cave. We 
traveled with the other team that was heading to 
the Eastern and Western Borehole passages, led 
by Spike (Jeff Crews), until we reached Arroyo 
Wash. During this period of combined travel, 
Dillion Freiburger went first to inventory biota. 

Due to unforeseen circumstances Sabrina and 
Andrew had to exit the cave upon arrival at Ar-
royo Wash. Dani and I continued into Flat Can-
yon to complete the objectives. In Terabyte 
Hall, we encountered two vertical pitches (a 
climb followed by a rappel), both with perma-
nently rigged ropes. The first rope was muddy 
but in good condition and anchored to a column 
and two stalagmites. An additional piece of 
webbing was used to prevent the rope from com-
ing up and over the stalagmites unintentionally. 
The second rope was also in good condition and 
anchored to a large flowstone column. Both 
ropes appeared secure and were left in the cave 
at the conclusion of our visit. Below the drop, 
we searched an isolated room for biological ob-
servations. We then climbed a steep clay slope 
to the north without rope, followed by a short 
walking passage with a narrow squeeze around 
flowstone. The final vertical sequence, split 
across two ledges, was downclimbed without 
rope to reach the terminal room. As Dani and I 
were finishing up our final rappel, Marissa 
Schorr came to inform us that the team was 
waiting for us at Arroyo Wash to egress from 
the cave. 

The second crew of Spike Crews,  Di l lon,  
Candace Kovacs ,  Mike Kovacs,  Jessica Wilson,  
and  Mar issa did  the  same in o ther  par ts  o f the 
rear  por t ion of the cave .  An MDC crew moni-
tored ba ts in the outer  port ion of  the cave  and a  
nearby upland cave ( l ies  over  the other)  which 
had  a heal thy populat ion of Indiana and gray 
bats in i t .   

Also on the 20 th,  Stefanie Voss,  Chase Bar -
ber ,  Bre Henderson,  Casie Spender ,  Kat  Krydyn-
ski ,  Cla ire  Jackson,  and Jessi  Schoeneweiss 
monitored two MTNF caves,  one in  Phelps 
County,  and one in Texas County.  The pr imary 
purpose was archaeological  monito r ing,  but  they 
also did faunal  counts  as wel l .  One of the s i tes 
has had unfortunate sor ts  o f vis i tat ion.  

After  Christmas break,  things s tar ted up 
again.  Mike Kovacs,  Candace Kovacs,  and Jessi -
ca Wilson moni tored two caves on MTNF in 
Chr is t ian County on the 28th.  In Br ight  Hol low 
Blowing Cave they found previously unknown 
passage (dra t  the luck -  my map!)  as descr ibed:  

Next page,  clockwise  from upper left:  Eradi-
cating graffiti at a public site. Photo by Kirsten 
Alvey; Ozark version of a morning meeting at 
Winona. Photo by Scott House; Chloe Smith 
shooting instruments in an Ozark cave. Photo by 
Kirsten Alvey. The MSS_CRF_MCKC campsite 
on the Big Muddy. Photo by Dan Lamping; Helm 
Cave. Photo by Dan Lamping; Going stream 
passage in the Lower Annex of Berome Moore 
Cave. Photo by Dan Lamping; Scott House and 
Casie Spencer at part of Roadside Cave. Photo 
by Kirsten Alvey;  
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